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To Miſs * Ha 


E W are the conveniences, my dear 

girl, that are to be acquired in this 
world without their attendant evils; and 
the numerous ones which await a board= 
#ng-ſchool education, are ſuch, as for my 
own part, I think (in common) counter- 
balance the advantages that ariſe from it. 
However, there certainly are ſituations 
which render them very proper places 
for On to paſs ſome * years of their 


h. my love, is your caſe, whoſe 
remote diflance from the Capital makes it 
impoſflible for you to have any inſtructions 
in thoſe polite accompliſhments, ſo ne- 
ceflary for every woman to poſſeſs, who 


wiſhes to paſs through life with 7 
degree of _ or 3 
A 3 


vi DEDICATION. 


Were your mamma's time at her own 


diſpoſal, I doubt not but ſhe would gladly. 
_ dedicate every moment to your improve- 


ment; and, by her aſſiduity, amply ſupp'y 
the place of all other inſtructions ; but 
her very numerous little family rendering 
that utterly impoſſible, ſhe wiſely ſubmits 
to the mortification of parting with you 
for ſome few years, that ſhe may receive 
you back greatly improved in all uſeful 
knowledge, as well as every ornamental 
ſcience. Be it your care therefore, my 


dear, not to diſappoint her pleaſing ex- 


pectations; ſince it entirely depends upon 
yourſelf, either to return to her all the 
Hopes, or to give her the ſevereſt morti- 
fication, and real ſorrow, by ſeeing you 


defective in thoſe things ſhe wiſhed you 


to acquire; and what would be ftill 


worſe, well verſed in thoſe mean, deceitful 
arts too commonly practiſed in large 
ſchools. | | 
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DEDICATION. vi 


The following pages were written with 
4 deſign at once to amuſe and inſtruct you, 


by pointing out ſome of thoſe deſpicable 
tricks, which children, when from un- 
der a watchful parent's eye, are fre- 
quently apt to commit, and even flatter 
themſelves they are harmleſs, not confi- 
dering to what dreadful practices they 
lead. Be - careful, greatly careful, my 
dear child, that familiarity with the ſight, 
does not make you grow indifferent to 
the conſequences of ſuch actions, and fo 
tempt you to partake of the guilt: but 
let the advice contained in the following 
ſheets fink deep into your mind, and be a 
ſhield to defend you from the contagion, 
which bad example is ever apt to diffuſe 
over the heart of unexperienced innocence. 

That you, my young friend, may be 
enabled, by the Grace of God, to pre- 
terve your heart pure and unſullied, as at 
the moment of quitting your parents 
roof, through every temptation which 


viz DEDICATION, 
may beſet you; and that it may, like 
metal purified in the furnace, ſhine forth 
ſo much the brighter from triumphing 
over every gilded ſnare, is one of the 
moſt ardent wiſhes, and the ſincere 
prayer of, 8 


Four very affedtimate Friend, 
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Iss Beauchamp was qi nine 


account of her mamma's pad health it 


was thought neceſſary for her to be ſent 
to a boarding-ſchool. 


As ſhe was exceedingly ne! of her 


Parents, the thought of being ſeparated 


from them, gave her the greateſt unea- 
ſineſs; nor were they leſs concerned to 
part with their little girl, whoſe ſweet- 
nels of manners, and dutiful behaviour, 


had rendered her moſt juſtly dear to them. 


But they wiſely conſidered that it would 
be but a bad proof of their affection to- 
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and ten years old, when upon 


wards her, if for the fake of the preſent 


pleaſure they found in her company, they 
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10 ANECDOTES * 


8 ſuffered her to loſe thoſe improvements 


proper for her ſtation, and ſo neceſſary 
to render her pleaſing in future life. They 


therefore determined to ſacrifice their 


own enjoyment to her advantage, and, 
though much concerned at her lofs, ſend 
her to a ſchool a few miles diſtant from 


their houſe, which had been greatly re- 
commended to them, on account of the 
peculiar care the governeſs was ſaid to 
take of the improvement, as well as mo- 

gals, of her pupils. 


For ſome days be- 
fore that fixed on for the departure of 


little Martha (for that was her name) ſhe 


was exceedingly caſt down, and could 
ſcarcely anſwer any common queſtion 
without tears. She walked round the 
houſe and gardens, taking a melancholy 


leave of every object that uſed to delight 
her, and wept moſt piteouſly as ſhe packed 


up thoſe dolls and play-things ſhe was 
going to leave. Her mamma entered the 


room whilſt ſhe was thus employed, and 


as ſhe was very buſy upon her knees, 
ſtooping to look into a bottom drawer of 


a cheſt wherein ſhe kept all her treaſures; 
and 
heard her make the following doleful ſo- 


ſtood for ſome time unobſexved, 
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Hloquy. « Come,” ſaid ſhe, taking up 


her favorite doll, and laying it into the 
drawer, you, poor - thing! muſt now 
be locked up, and live here for the next 


ſix months,” (then, burſting into tears, 
ſhe went on) and I wh I could be 
locked up with you! I might then have 


fome comfort; for I could at leaſt peep 
through the key-hole, and ſee my dear 


papa and mamma when they came into 


the room; but I am not to be ſo happy 
as that I am to go a great way off, and 


not ſee them for a long time, and ſhall 
| have nobody with me that I love, nobody 


that I know, or that cares a pin for me, 
O dear! I wiſh L was a doll, then I ſhould 


feel none of this unhappineſs.” 
Very true, my love (ſaid her mamma, 


hier ſhe juſt then diſcovered) you cer- 


tainly, if a doll, would feel none of 
the trouble at parting from your friends 


which you now do; neither would you 
have any to part from. But tell me, my 


dear, had you rather never enjoy the de- 


light of our ſociety, than now be obliged 


to leave us for a little while, in order to 
gain thoſe improvements, which wilt 
render you more deſerying of our regard 
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of his works, to partake of his bleſſings, 
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and efteem, At preſent, as a cbild, we 


love you for thoſe good qualities which 


you poſſeſs, but in order to make you 


e ſteemed as a woman, it is requiſite you 
_ ſhould acquire that knowledge, and thoſe 
accompliſhments, which my bad ſtate of 


Health renders me totally unable to be- 
ſtowy upon you myſelf; otherwiſe be 
aſſured, I wonld never thus diſtreſs you 
by ſending you to ſchool. But, my dear 
child, as it is thus neceſſary for your good 
that you ſhould go, I am ſorry to find 


vou lo give yourſelf up to deſpair, as even 
to diſregard your very exiſtence, and wiſh 


yourſelf no better than a 400. 
Surely my love, you could not be in 


earneſt when you ſaid ſo ! at leaſt I am cer- 
_ tain you did not conſider your words; for 


if your preſent unhappineſs ariſes from 
your love towards us, is it poſſible that 
you could wiſh yourſelf in ſuch a ſenſe- 
leſs ſtate as never to be capable of knowing 
us? Beſides, ſetting aſide your love to your 


earthly friends, would you, to avoid a preſent 
uneaſineſs, be content to be a meer „ick, 


of the attributes 
Unable- to behold the beauty 


unacquainted with any 
of God? 
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| BOARDING-SCHOOL. 14 
to praiſe him for his goodneſs, and to 
enjoy his preſence through all eternity? 
Theſe things, my dear girl, are ſufficient 
to repay, and over- balance any afflictions 
that we can poſſibly meet with in this. 
world! and, as it is the higheſt ingrati- 


| tude to overlook and diſregard them, ſo 


is it alſo a very great wickedneſs. As 
ſuch, my love, you muſt be careful to 


avoid it, and never again, whilſt it pleaſes 


the Almighty to continue to you the bleſ- 
fing of life, ſuffer yourſelf for a moment, 


whatever your trials may be, to with that 


life had not been given you. 
| My deareſt mamma, replied Martha, 

throwing her arms round her neek, 1 
would not do any thing that I knew to be 
wicked for all the world; and when I wifh- 
ed myſelf a doll, it was only that I might 
eſcape the grief which the thoughts of 

leaving you gives me. I never felt any 
fuch ſorrow in all my life, and I cannot 
think of it for a moment without crying x 


and when I am in bed of a night, inſtead 


of fleeping, I only lie and think how un- 
happy I ſhall be when J am gone from 
you, when I cannot know every day how 
you do, and whether you have had a 


— 
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good night; and when I ſhall have no- 
body to ſpeak to who loves me. Beſides, || ” 
1 have often heard that at ſchools there 
are many croſs and bad girls; and if 
3 they ſhould teach me to be like them- 


| ſelves, what ſhall I do then? 

# But that, my love (reſumed Mrs. Beau- 
champ) they will never be able to do, un- 
Y leſs you conſent to become ſo. I do not 


ſay they will not/fry to perſuade you to 
act like themſelves, and perhaps laugh at 
you for refuſing to comply; but do you 
be ſure never to yield to their intreaties. 
Always remember the good inſtructions 
you have already received, and do not a 
mean or diſbonourablè action for any conſi- 
deration that can be offered you. En- 
deavour to gain the good-will and love 
of your ſchool-fellows by your civility 
and obliging behaviour ; but if they will 
not be. pleaſed unleſs you ſay or do what 
you ought not, you may regard their eſteem 
as not worthy your acquiring, and look up- 
on their ill- nature as beneath your notice. 
If they ſhould ſay croſs and inſulting 
things to try to provoke or teaze you, do 
not you ſuffer yourſelf to be angry, nor 
on any account ever permit yourſelf to re- 
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turn the like behaviour to them; for re- 
member, if it appears wrong in them, it will 
be equally ſo in you, and the crimes of one 
c | perſon can in no degree excuſe the faults | 
of another. And though when abſent from 
me, .and mingled with numbers of other 
children, you may perhaps frequently 
have an opportunity to commit crimes 
without obſervation, ſtill let this one im- 
portant truth, my dear child, be always 
engraved. upon your memory, That no 
fault however ſecret, can be hid from the eye 
of Gad. If therefore at any time you are 
tempted to evil, recollect this, conſider {| 
God will obſerve what you do; and then 
I am certain, though ſome. of the girls 
; may be both crofs and naughty, you will 
never ſuffer yourſelf to commit any of 
7 their bad actions. Beſides, my dear, 
1 | amongſt fo large a number of children as 
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Mrs. Steward has under her care, it will 
be firange indeed if none of them are 
good, and worthy your regard and friend. 
| ſhip; you will therefore connect yourſelf || 
. | with thoſe who are ſo, and by behaving |} 
I Kindly to them, ſecure their love towards | 
- | you. " Mo ſuch I truſt you will find, 

and in their ſociety enjoy more pleaſure 
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and comfort, than at preſent you expect 


nity, to write to me, 


tice any 
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to meet, when removed to a diſtance from 
me; and to comfort you as far as in my 


power, 1 promiſe to write very frequently, 


and give you a faithful account of my 


health, and of every thing that paſſes at 
home. 


And I hope Mrs. Steward will 
permit you, when you have an opportu- 
and inform me 
hkewiſe of what paſſes at ſehool. Do not 
therefore, my dear Martba, ſo ſadly diſ- 
treſs yourſelf: you will find many enjoy- 
ments which you do not expect : beſides; 


three or four months will ſoon flip ay; 


and then we ſhall meet again. 
In this manner did Mrs. Beauchamp 
firive to comfort her daughter, though 


the ſtood little leſs in want of conſolation 1 


herſelf; for, added to what ſhe felt at 
the thought of parting from her, her ſuf- 
ferings were very great; leſt (as the child 
herſelf apprehended) ſhe ſhould by meet. 
ing with bad example, be taught to prac- 
of thoſe little mean and decertful 
tricks, which are ſo commonly committed 
in all large ſchools. 
thought it neceſſary for her to go, ſhe 
endeavoured to conſole herſelfas well as 
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BOARDING-SHOOL. 17 
me could, by refleQing, that as her diſ- 
| polition was good, and her honor and ve- 
Iracity ſuch as might be depended upon, 
Eſhe had great room to hope that the would 
preſerve her nobleneſs of mind, and re- 
turn to her uncorrupted by any of the 
Wyices or follics of the ſchool. Recom- 
mending her therefore to the care of God, 
Wand praying for the afſiſtance of his grace, 
Ito ſtrengthen her againit every tempta- 
Wtion, ſhe reſolved to make herſelf as eaſy: 
Was ſhe poſſibly could: whilſt little Mar- 
a, in ſome degree, comforted by her 
Wnamnma's diſcourſe, kept up her ſpirits 
for the remainder of the day, rather better 
than for ſome time ſhe had done. 

At length the day arrived that was to 
put her fortitude to a ſeverer trial than ſhe 
mad ever before experienced. The 
thoughts of leaving her beloved parents 
had ſo occupied her tender mind, that 
Wihe could get very little fleep the night 
Wpreceding her departure, and the roſe. 
Nearly in the morning to take her final 
arewel of every object ſhe was going 
Sto leave. 5 
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| She had a little brother (an infant of 
about eleven months old) of whom ſhe 
the was exceedingly fond; and going into i 
bis nurſery. before he was awake, ſhe laid 
her head down beſide him on the pillow, | 
and wetted his little cheek with her tears 
then taking his hand and gently kiſſing 
it, My dear, dear Charles,” the ex- 
exclaimed, *<©* I muſt leave you to-day for 
a long while! By the time I come back iſ 
you will not know me, but quite have 
forgotten to love me. O! what ſhall I 
do when I am at ſchool, and cannot ſee 
you every day ? what will become of iſ 


In this manner ſhe lay bemoaning her- 
ſelf, till ber ſobs awakened her brother: | 
who, unconſcious of her ſorrow, ſmiled Ml 
ſweetly on her as he opened his eyes, and 
with his little hand began to ſtroke her 
face, and ſtrive to catch the tears. that 
trickled down from her eyes. Poor Mar- 
tba needed not this freſh ſhock to her 
tenderneſs, to melt ter into ſtill greater 
floods of tears, Her grief now appeared 
beyond all bounds, and hugging her little 
brother round his neck, ſhe ſobbed for 
ſome time as if her heart would break. 
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At length ſhe a little recovered, and re- 
collecting herſelf, ſhe ſaid, What ſhall 
I do? To cry fo is wicked, and yet I do 
not know how to help it; but I will try- 
l will go to my mamma: if ſhe is up, 
W ſhe will talk to me, and that perhaps will 
do me good. 
dhe then wiped her eyes, and flowly 
W walked into her mamma's apartment, 
W where ſhe found her juſt rifen, and with 
a book in her hand. 
= Pray, Madam, what book is that ? 
= ſid Martba, ſcarce knowing what ſhe 
W uttered, only for the fake of faying ſome- 
ting to repreſs her tears. It is, my dear, 
a very pretty boos, replied her mamma, 
and one I have purchaſed o purpoſe for 
vou. I think you will be much pleaſed 
with it, as it gives ſome account of a 
good little girl, whom, if you chuſe, 
you may fancy yourſelf like; and the let- 
ters her mamma and aunt write to her, are 
Juſt ſuch, as upon the ſame ſubjects I 
could with, if I had time and abilities, to 
write to . You may therefore, when 
you read them fancy they came from me, 
and inſtead of my giving you them thus 
| B 2 F024 
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„e make believe 1 ſend them one 


at a time by the poſt, and follow the 
good advice they contain as if in reality 


this was the caſe, ſince J aſſure you I ap- 


prove of it much, and think you can- 


not too implicitly obey it. 


Martha thapked her 5 


tak ing the book, was going to carry it 
up ſtairs to be packed in her trunk; 


when her mamma ſtopped her, faying, 
Stay, my dear, that is not all I have for 


you, there are two more volumes of thoſe 
Letters end Dialogues; and here are the i 
Adventures of a Pir:cuſhion, and the Me- 


meirs of a Peg- Top, of all them very pretty, 
entertaining, inſtructive books, which I Bl 


dare ſay you will find great amuſement in 


reading; and I am ſure if you attend to, 
and remember the inſtructions tetris 


In them likewiſe, you will reap great im- 


provement From them, Whatever you 
read, always, my dear, endeayour to re- 
tain thoſe parts which are to inform the 


mind, and improve your underſtanding, 


as well as thoſe more trifling ones which 
are deſigned only to divert you. And 
my love, continued Mrs Beauchamp, taking 

2 pew Lible and in Boobs « out of her 


cloſet, Here are theſe two more important! 
books for you; waich I muſt beg of you to 
make a proper uſe of; ſince all your hap- 

pineſs, both in this world and that which 
is to come, depends upon your own be- 


to behave ſo as to gain the approbation of 
W which are only to be found in this book 


love, with attention: beg the favour 
of Mrs. Steward to explain what you 


buſy to attend to you, ſtudy thole parts 
that | have already inſtructed you in the 
meaning of, and frequently read over 

what you do underſtand. + EE] | 
This Common Prayer Book too, my. 
dear, I bought for you to take with you. 
W It is rather ſmaller than I could wiſh, but 
W as moſt likely you will be obliged always 
to carry it to church in your pocket, A 
4 larger 1 thought would be more inconve- 

nient to you. . 
I am ſure you are too good a child, to 
require me now to remind you in what 
manner 1 ſhould behave when at 
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haviour: and never will you know how 
Cod, unleſs you learn his commandments,” 


W of his word. Read it therefore, my dear 


cannot underſtand; or if ſhe be too 


church. It has been with the greateſt | 


. 
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pleaſure I have always remarked your 


| heart alone is what the Almighty regards. 


fight. Carefully therefore ſtrive at all 
objects, and fix it intirely on him to whom 


tire or deſerve. 
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very quiet and attentive behaviour when 
there, and I hope likewiſe your thoughts 
have at ſuch times been fixed upon God, 
and the duties you were then performing ; 
for unleſs, my dear, we think upon, and 
attend to our devotions, it is to no pur- 
poſe that we go to church, or kncel and 

repeat the words of a prayer; for the 


If therefore that is engaged on any tri- 
vial worldly purſuit, our prayers are ren- i 
dered vain, nay, eyen impious in his 


times, when offeritig up your devotions to | 
to him call off your mind from all earthly 
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you pray, and who 1s able and willing to 
do for you, far more than either you de- 


I will, my deareſt mamma, replied Wl 
Martha, try and remember every thing 
you tell me: but pray let me know how W 
many years I am to ſtay at ſchool? _ 

That, indeed, rejoined Mrs. Beauchamp, 
depends upon the improvements you 
make: the more pains you take, and the 
faſter you learn what is taught you, the 
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BOARDING-SCHOOL  u3 
ſooner you will return home; and I hope 
the thoughts:of this will be one motive to 


Q inſpire you to be very induſtrious, and ſpare 
no pains to acquire thoſe accompliſh- 


ments which your papa and I grudge no 
expence to let you learn. But come, 


my love, breakfaſt is now ready, and 
your papa waits for us; let us therefore 


o down to him. | 
Martha direaly followed her mamma 


into the parlour, but could not eat one 
| mouthful of breakfaſt; her heart waz too 
full of ſorrow to leave her any inclination 
for food. At the requeit of her papa ſhe . 
| drank a cup of milk; but upon his telling 
her that the had bett: er eat, ſhe 1 burſt 


into tears. 

Well, well, ſaid ke: J do not wiſh 
you to eat if you had rather not, but 
neither do I wiſh you to cry. Do, my 
dear Martha, endeavour to ſuppreſs your 
tears, it makes me quits unhappy to ſee 


W you 1 diſtreſſed. You will find ſchool 
much more agreeable than you expect. 


Mrs. Stcward 1s a very good-natured wo- 
man, and I doubt not but amongſt the 
fifty-ſeven little girls that her ſchool con- 
ſiſts of, you will meet with many agree- 


— 


— m 
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able play-fellows, who will teach. 
an hundred games that you never DEE ; 
of before; and in a little time you will 
de as merry as any of them. 5 
J merry, rejoined Martha haiffty, 15, 
that I ſhall not; I ſhall nes er Be: marry 
any more! 
O my love, ſaid her mamma . 
her, 1 hope you will; and very ſhortly 
too. I ſhould indeed be ſorry, if, after 
all our care of you, you ſelt no concern 
at parting from us, but ſtill you muſt not 
let your affeflion for us overcome your 
refolution, my Martha. Let our fituation 
be ever ſo bad, we muſt never ſufter our- 
ſelves to deſpair of better days: and in | 
your preſent diſtreſs, my dear, you may 
be certain cf again receiving comfort, In 
the firſt place, thoſe perſons whom you 
are going to be with, will every day be 
leſs and leſs ſtrange to you; you will 
have the pleaſure of finding yourſelf make 
daily improvements in knowledge, and 
you are certainly in a few years of return- 
ing to us again. 
Juſt as Mrs. Beachamp Gia . words, 

the carriage drove to the door; and poor 
Martha ſecing it, claſped her arms round 


ber mamma's neck, and ſobbed to ſo vio- 
lent a degree, that they were almoſt ap- 
SE e of her going into fits. Mrs. 
HBeacham h was ſo much affected by ſeeing 
her diftreſs, that ſhe begged to be ex- 
cuſed going with her to the ſchool ; as 
ſhe was fearful ſhe might herſelf diſcover 
her uneaſineſs in ſuch a manner as to add 
to the effliction of her daughter. Taking 
W her hands therefore from her neck, (he 
led her towards her papa, ſaying, Vun 


myſelf unable to attend you. Remember, 
my dear, the advice I have given you, 
and as you love me, or value my affec- 
tion, be careful never to be guilty of de- 
ceit, or any ſly mean action: wherever 
W you are, remember that you are a chrif= 
tian; and be careful never to ſay or do 


racter, 

Poor Martha tried to expreſs her grati- 
tude for her kind advice; but her heart 
was too full to ſpeak, and ſhe could only: 
{ob out in almoſt unintelligible words; 
% wi-uy-wil! be good. Mr. Beauchamp 
then led her to the coach, and endea- 
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papa, my love, will go with you, I find 


any thing diſgraceful to that high cha- 


voured with his uſual good humour to 
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divert her melancholy-as they rode, by 
telling her many little comical incidents 
which happened when he was a boy, one 


of which was as follows: 
In the village where my father lived, 


„ 


J 


ſaid he, the poor neighbouring people 


Vwere extremely ſuperſtitious, ſo as to 
render their lives quite uncomfortable, 


by reaſon. of their apprehenſions. If a 


coal bounced from the fire, they imme- 
diately fancied it in the ſhape of a coffin, 
and thought it was come to give them 
warning of their deaths being near ap- 
proaching: or if a raven flew over their 


| houſe, they inſtantly ſuppoſed that it was 


an omen of ſome misfortune (thovgh they 
could not poſſibly tell what) befalling 
them. They likewiſe firmly believed, 
that ghoſts frequently appeared, and al- 
ways at night walked about church-yards 
and unſrequented places. In ſhort, fo 
many of theſe fooliſh opinions were re- 
ceived amongſt them, that they paſt their 
lives in one continued dread, and were 
never free from ſome apprehenſion of 
evil; and as in the courſe 55 nature mary 
n daily happen, ny 0 ſup- 


poiſed they were owing to thoſe /igns (as 
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by they called them) which they had before 
nts obierved. So if any perſon died in the 
one ¶neighbourhood, they would directly ſay, 

they expected fomething would happen, 
ed, for a coal had bounced out of the fire, or 
ple Ma dog barked, or a raven flown by,- or an 
to WF owl ſhricked, or a cuckow been heard, 
le, ¶ or ſomething or other, which made theaw 


W ſure ſome misfortune would ſhortly hap- 
pen. And thus they thought every diſ- 
W aſter came, becauſe of ſuch things; with- 


m out conſidering, that the very ſame events 
P- WE would have o whether they had 
eir heard, or ſeen any what they called, bad 


'43 8 07122775 or not. | 
ey People thus inclined to be terrified at | 
18 even Jeſs than their own ſhadows, you 


| 
A may ſuppoſe were ealily impoſed upon: | 
W toe appearance of almoſt every thing | 
W alarmed them; and when once they had | 
W taken fright, they never gave themſelves 
leave to examine into the cauſe of their 


ir uneaſineſs. If any fouliſh perſon fancied 
e they had cither heard or ſeen any things 
df uniucky, they need but mention their own 
* fears to have the whole family take the 
- alarm, and be rendered equally wretched. 

An iaſtance of this kind happened, Walen 
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though it gave great uneaſineſs, is ſo L 
truly ridiculous, that one cannot help 
mingling great contempt with one's pity, 
for the ſuffering of thoſe who could fo 
torment themſelves with their own fan- 
cies. One of my father's felds was ad- 
joining to the ſide of a cottage in which 
dwelta man and his wife, his wife's mother, 
and ſeven children, the eldeſt of whom Wl 
was about fifteen years old. The field 
had a great many lime-trees in it, which 
in the hot months of the ſummer har- 
boured ſuch numbers of flies, as made it 
impoſſible to let the horſes graze there 
during the day time. My father therefore 
uſed to keep them in the ſtable all day, 
and let them be turned out in the even- 
ing after the ſun had been down ſome 
hours, and the flies hid moſtly ſettled to 
reſt. Amongſt the horſes which were 
{ent there, one was black, with a remark- 
able white face; fo that when it was duik, 
or moon- light, no part of him was ſeen 
but his face: and when at a diſtance it 
Was moving about, it was difficult to diſ- 

cern at firit what it could be. One of 
the chi'dren of the family I juſt men- 
tioned, happened one evening as he was 
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Wiolling over the pales, looking into the 
geld by moon-light, to diſcover this won- 
derful phenomenon; and without ſtaying 
one moment to find out what it was, ran 


his wits, and ſpread equal terror through 
the whole family, by poſitively declaring 
that he had ſeen a ghoſt in Mr. Beau- 


ſather pretended to have rather more cou. 


ting up, and putting on a voice of bold- 
neſs, laid he would go and fee what there 


-turned to the pales, to point out to him 
the ſpot where he had ſeen it; but es 
the horſe had turned his tail towards 
hem, the ghoſt was not to be found: 

til! by their talking they engaged the at- 
Wc<ntion of the horſe, which being / re» 


vhere it heard the voices, and began 
trotting up to them. 

1he terror the father, as well as the 
ſon was put into at its approach, is not 
poſi:ble to be deſcribed; they both ran 
n as faſt-as they could, confirming the 
ertainty of what the boy hed before re- 
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into the houſe, frightened almoſt out of 


champ's field. For a few minutes, the 


rage than the reſt of his family, and get-. 


was. The boy, guarded. by his father, 


arka by gentle, t tarned round towards. 
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ported. From that inſtant the comfort 
of the little ſociety was totally at ani 
end; the converſation turned upon no- 
thing but diſmal ſtories of ghoſts and ill 
omens; and not one of them dared to 
ſtir-out of the room by themſelves. Al 
of them were confirmed in their belief of 
the reality of ſuch things; and each, mo- 
mently expected to find themſelves taken 
ill, as they were ſatisfied ſome of them 
muſt certainly die, after having ſeen ſuch 
a terrible gholt. However, they all con- 1 
tinued well till the next morning, when 
they heard that a man in the pariſh (who 3 
was eighty years old, and had been ex-? 
tremely ill for above a month) had died 
in the night. This a little ſet their hearts 
at reſt with reſpect to their cn deaths; 
but convinced them that the ghoſt cer 
tainly appeared, becauſe the man did die. 

And here, my dear Martha, I cannot 
help remarking, the great folly of 25 . 3 
tormenting themſelves with ſuch kind ot 
notions; and ſuppoſing that God Al- 
mighty would ſend. gn, to terrify ali 
neighbourhood, for no one uſe whatever: 
for, had the horſe rezlly been what they Y 
thought, what aſe could there be in its 
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2 coming and alarming a whole family, be- 
Wi cauſe an old man in the pariſh was going 
Wo dic? It is wonderful therefore, how 
W rcaſonable beings can. ſuffer themſelves to 
be ſo led away by folly, as for a moment 
to give credit to ſuch idle ſtories. Hap- 
W pily the belief of them is now much out 
of faſhion; but till there are ſome fooliſh 
people and children who even yet are 
lometimes alarmed by them. - But I muſt 
tell you the concluſion of my hiſtory. 
After hearing of the death of the old 
man, they were very compoled the reſt 
of the day, and fixing in their minds, that 
Wt mult have been the cauſe of their 
Wy over-night's diſturbance, they returned 
Win the evening to their cottage, perfectly 
aeaſy and compoſed; but unhappily, jut 
before they were going to-bed, one of 
them propoſed to go to the place where 
their f.ther and brother had ſeen the 
Wdrccadful fight the night before. The 
{propoſal was agreed to by the whole party, 
and out they all went to look over the 
Wpilcs. There, ſaid. the father, pointing: 
out his finger, juſt Here it was we ſaw 
5 it; and a more dreadful ghoſt I never be- 


eld in all my life. O! father, ſcreameg 
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out one of the girls, is not that it at the 
other corner of the field? and is it not 
coming towards us? As ſute as you are 
alive it is, replied he. And indeed he 
ſpoke true enough, for the very ſame 
white faced horſe again came trotting to- 
wards them, and, what greatly added to 
their conſternation, it began neighing as 
It advanced. 4 

They were alarmed at it beckons; on 2 
this greatly increafed their apprehenſions 
and they returned to the houſe, terrified Wi 
to a degree beyond expreſſion. The 
youngeſt boy ſaid, he thought it only 
ſounded like a barſe's noiſe; but all the 
reſt were certain that it was the aw/u/ 
voice of a gholt; and certainly by- its 
coming two n'ghts to their houſe, wes 
meant to give them notice of ſomething 
moſt terribly great and ſhocking. None of S 
the family could fleep all night, and the 
next day they told the dreadful account 
to their neighbours, who all were of the 
fame opinion, that /omerbing mult ſhortly 
happen. 

But it would be endleſs to tell 
what paſſed every day upon the ſubject; 
it is ſufficient to inform you, that they 
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were ſo much alarmed by the fight of it 


every night, that ſome of them grew 
quite ill, and they were going to quit 
their houſe, to try to get from it; hoping 
it would continue to haunt the bouſe 


only, and not them. | 


The day before they intended to re- 
move, my father met the man; and en- 
quired the cauſe of their leaving his houſe, 
after having reſided there ſo many years? 
Sir, {aid the man, we cannot poſhbly 
continue there any longer; and in my 
opinion, the cottage had better be pulled 
down, for not a ſoul will ever live in it 


any more. Upon my father deſiring to 
know what offence the houſe had been 


guilty of, to create ſo many enemies, 


. and no friends, he told him the whole of 


the affair, not forgetting likewiſe to let 


: him know, that old John Web died the 
W night of its firſt appearance. My father 


talked much to him about the folly, as 
well as /n, of taking ſuch notions into 


W their heads, and begged he might viſit 


him in the evening, to ſee the object 


which had ſo much alarmed them, 


1 
* * 


it was. Laugh at you, rejoined he, why 


| Horſe came neighing up to the place where 
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Accordingly between nine and ten he] 
went, and they conducted him to the M 
fame | pot from whence the ſpectre had 6M 
often been ſeen. They waited ſome time Ml 
before it made its appearance, and my fa- 
ther began to be apprehenſive that his 3 
curioſity would remain ungratified, when, 
Juſt as their patience was beginning to be 3 
tired out, and they were returning in, 
one of the family diſcovered it approach- Y 
ing towards them. There! there! ſaid 
he, now Sir, will you believe your owa? 
eyes? I hope you will never laugh at i 
any more ? - My father inſtantly ſaw, what 


1 think you will not be able to help 
laughing at yourſelves, when your OWN | | 
eyes have convinced you what it is that 
5M ſo much alarmed you, and made you S; 
all ſo unhappy. L 
Upon hearing my father's voice, the 


he ſtood, and put his head over the pales; 

which ſo much terrified the whole party, 
that they ran ſcrcaming in doors, ex 
claiming againſt my father's preſumption, # 
in dering to ſtand 10 near the ghoſt, no 
was it till after a conſiderable time, that 5 
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e could prevail upon any of them, to come 
and ſee what it was which had frightened 
them. I do beg, ſaid he, that you will 
come and convince yourſelves that here is 
nothing that can either alarm you, or fore- 

tel the death of any of your neighbours, or 
cauſe poor old Jobn Web to die the night he 

did. Pray come and ſce, bring a light with 

in, ou, and I hope it will teach yon never 


. N aſp „ 


5 . 3 


ch- more to make yourſelves ſo unhappy for 
ſaid nothing. With this, and a griat deal 


wore perſuaſion, he at laſt prevailed 
Nopon the eldeſt boy to venture out. He 


* pon it; but my father laid his hand up- 
Won the horſe's ol which the lad feeling, 
length opened his eyes; and to his“ 
des 4 great joy, ſhame, and ſurpriſe, faund 
What an innocent horſe had been the ſole 
auſe of all their anxiety and terror. As 
oon as he diſcoveted what it was, he 
Called out to the family to come and ſee. 


C 2 


t us 

hat came trembling, and almoſt frightened to 

Vhy death, tomy father; who taking hold of | 

1elpWhis hand, nge e Wa going up: ein | 

Wußte the gbo/7. | 

that The boy for ſome time kept his eyes | 
oußß hut _ would not preſume to look 


110 
no 
that . 
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Of Sad faid he, it is only Mr. Beau- | 


champ's horſe, indeed it is not a ghoſt; 


- oP bleſs your hearts, come and look at 


; for it will not hurt you indeed?“ 

x ng hearing their ſon thus aſſure 
them, that they would be in no danger, 
they at length ventured to go all together, 
lighting two or three candles to take with 
them, that they might be certain of what 


of the lights in his hand, advanced firſt 


+ they ſhould ſee. / The father, with one]! 


to the pales, whilſt his wife, mother, 


ing behind; nor 5b ſome time would 1 
they all be perſuaded, that that was the 


object they had before ſeen ; till my fa- 
ther blew out the lights, and drove the 
horſe farther from them, when they found 
that his white face bad the ſame appear- 


ance as before. 


Now, ſaid my father, 7 hope pon ii ſe- I 
lieve your own eyes, and be convinced for 
the future that it is your own fancies alone 
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that create g hh. and ill omens, and not 
God Almighty; for you may aſſure your- 5 
ſelves he never makes any thing f in vain. 


He created man capable of enjoying eter- 


nal happineſs, and will certainly render 


eats 
oft ; 
k at 


lure 
ger, 
her, 
vith 
what 


one 


farſt 


her, 


eep- 
ould i 
the 
4 fa- ble us, and to ſhew us our own weakneſs, 
the and teach us to put our whole truſt and 
und Ml 
pear-Bl it neceflary to correct, depend upon it he 
„will do it by ſome other method than by 
be- the flying of birds, the barking of dogs, 
d tori 
lone 


our- 


vain. 


Ster- 


nder 
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him ſo, unleſs he forfeits his pretenſions 
to it by his ſins. Every object we behold, 


every herb and plant that grows, mi- 


niſters to ſome good and beneficial pur- 
poſe. Ts it then to be ſuppoſed, 
God of goodneſs-and mercy would be the 


| author of /igns and omens, only to terrify 
and diftreſs his creatures, to whom he 


has ſhewn ſuch abundant kindneſs, and 
rovided ſo many things for their com- 


fort? Fooliſh naughty children may per- 


haps take delight to teaze each other, and 


think it nice play, and un to frighten one 


another, but our God acts not fo cruelly. 
If at any time he afflicts us, it is to hum- 


confidence in him. If therefore he ſees 


the bouncing of coals from the fire, and 


ſuch inſignificant things, which alarm 


only the weakeſt of people, but leave 
others of ſtronger ſenſe totally unmov- 
ed, and conſequently unchaſtiſed, Were 
you to examine the whole nation through, 
I will venture te pronounce, that you 


3 


that a 


* 
: eee ae. e EI 


- 


— 


„ 
1 o 
5 * a <- — P \ 
* 7 —2 A » 1 4 . * wo * 
4 a 5.5 we - ; 


7 N * 1 4 
e 
- * * * ra 
35 1 
rn 
* > 
* . - l 
*; * Reed : 
9 ee 


eee eee 
— R eh, 1 2322 


* 
L 5 


- Er erg, = d — n 
* r e ee 


«I 


things which you ſo much diſtreſſed your- 
ſelves about: none but thoſe whoſe po- 


reaſon, and who have been told ſuth bl 
things by thoſe as they thought knew 
better than themſelves, but who in rea- 


tinued my father, nothing can be more 
Tidiculous than alarming yourſelves with 


have ſuffered on account of my horſe, 


of old Meb's death) will teach you, for 
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would not find one perſon of any learning, 


or ſtrong ſenſe, who, in the ſmalleſt de- 
gree, believes in any of thoſe kind off 
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verty has kept them from being able to 
improve their underſtandings, and chi- 
dren, whoſe judgments are too weak toi 


lity were more ignorant. Aſſure your- 
ſelves, therefore, my good friends, con- 


ſuch idle notions, or ſuppoſing that 
Almighty God would ſo terrify his crea-Wi 
tures for no uſe; and certainly it would 
be to no uſe; fince by any of the %, 


you think you hear and ſee, you do 
not know what you are to do upon the oc-Wl 


caſion. I hope, therefore, that the u- 
eaſineſs which for the laſt month you have Ml 


(and which you were: ſure was the cauſe WW 


the future, to diſregard all ſuch appear- 
ances, and convince you, that if you do i 
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but give yourſelves leave to examine into 
what they are, you will always find them 
to be either bite faced borſes, or ſomething 
not more terrific. 5 | 

The whole family appeared to be 
greatly convinced by my father's argu- 
ments, though they had ſo long been pre- 
judiced in favor of the contrary opinion, 
that they could not feel that ſatisfaction f 


my father wiſhed: however, I believe it 


made them more comfortable, and they 
enjoyed their lives much better than they 
had ever done before! for whenever they 
were beginning to be alarmed at any thing, 
inſtead of at once giving way to their 
fears, they would ſay, Well, do not let 
us frighteh ourſelves for nothing, perhaps 
it is nothing worſe than a white faced 
horſe. : 1 
Little Martha liſtened with great at- 
| tention to this hiſtory related by her fa- 
| ther, and, for ſome moments, forgot her 
| own ſorrow ; but as ſoon as he ſtopped, 
W ihe faid, Miſs Martin told me that the 
girls at ber ſchool believed in ſuch ſort of 
things: ſuppoſe they ſhould at mine, 
what then? 1 
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40 "ANECDOTES of a 
M bat then! rejoined: her father, why 
then you may relate to them the ſtory 1M 
have been telling to you; and if they re- 
fuſe to be convinced by it, I hope yl 
will have ſenſe enough to diſregard all ſuch 
kind of nonſenſe; and unleſs you ſup- 
poſe that ſuch fooliſh girls have more 
knowledge than your parents, and the 
wiſeſt people of all ages, 1 am ſure youll 
will not attend to any thing of the kind, 
or for a fingle moment ſuffer yourſelf te 
be uneaſy by ſuch folly. God, my deu 
child, is the governor and kind protector 
of the univerſe, and never will terrify and 
alarm his creatures, only to make them 
unhappy, without doing them any ſer 
VICE, | 1 
By the time Mr. Beauchamp had finiſhed 
ſpeaking the coach ſtopped at Mrs. Steu- 
ard's door, and poor Martha, with ſtream 
ing eyes, and palpitating heart, entered 
the houſe, holding her papa's hand with 
both her's, as if fearful that he would 
leave her before ſhe bid him farewel.M 
They were conducted into a parlour where 
Mrs. Steward preſently came to them, 
and received them with great eaſe and po- 
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tears of her new pupil. 


' BOARDING-SCHO'OL. 4 
liteneſs, without appearing to obſerve the 


I have brought you, Madam, ſaid Mr. 


Beauchamp, the little girl whom I ſome 
time ago called to ſpeak to you. about, 
= and I hope 
= ſcholar as the has hitherto been a daugh- 
ter. From her preſent appearance I al- 


you will find. her as good a 


moſt fear that you will form but an un- 


favorable opinion of her; but her tears 


proceed, I aſſure you, from no other 
cauſe, than her ſorrow at parting from 
her mamma and myſelf. I hope there- 
fore you will excuſe them, and be kind 


enough to overlook and pardon, what 


might otherwiſe appear as a diſreſpe& 


to yourſelf and family. 


Pardon it, Sir ! replied Mrs. Steward, 
I am ſorry you fhould think it neceſſary 
to make any apology upon the ſubject ; 
for ſo far am I from being offended by 


| ſuch tears, that I regard them as the 


ſureſt ſign of a good and dutiful diſpoſi- 
tion. | cannot bear the vice of ingrati- 
tude; and the child who can leave its 
kind 
muſt ſurely be ms/# ungrateful for their 


W favors, undeſerving of their kindneſs and 


parents without ſorrow and regret, 
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42 - ANECDOTES of a © 
their love. 


ſchool fancied to be little better than a 


find me not wholly unworthy of being 


If kindneſs and affiduity will gain her at- 
tention, I will engage, that on my part Wl 


amongſt the number of my little ſcholars, Y 


doubt not but ſhe will ſoon be very hap- * 


for the is a good girl, and I ſhould bel 
ſorry for her to be grave and unhappy. 


would quit ſchool ; 
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Beſides, you know, a Gf 
verneſs, by young folk, is frequently look- 
ed upon as ſomething very terrific, and ai 


Priſon : but I truſt that Miſs Beauchamp 4 


and I ſhall ſoon be better acquainted, and i 
though the may feel a juſt regret at part- 


ing from her mamma, ſtill J hope ſhe will 
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Tanked amongſt the number of her friends, 


ſhe ſhall have no cauſe to complain; and 


9 


1 truſt ſhe will find many agreeable com- 


panions, who will help to make her time 


paſs more pleaſant than ſhe ſeems to ex- * 
pect. 8 
„ 


ſaid Mr. Sean 


py, and very merry: at leaſt I hope ſo, 


Then taking her upon his knee, and kiſ- 
fing her, and again reminding her, that 
the more ſhe improved, the ſooner ſhe 

he took leave of her, 
promiling that ſhe ſhould have a letter to 
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berty of doing; as often as ſhe wiſhed 
ert | 
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acquaint her of every thing that paſſed at 
home, and likewiſe deſired ſhe would fre- 


7 quently write to them; which Mrs. Steu- 


ard aſſured her ſhe ſhould have the li- 


On Mr. Beauchamp's departure, little 
Martha, whoſe tears had ſcarce ceaſed all 
day, flowed with ftill greater violence, 
and fitting herſelf down upon a chair, 
with her face towards the wainſcot, ſhe 


W ſobbed and cried, quite regardleſs of Mrs. 
= Steward, or any one who came into the 
5 TOOm. : 


Mrs. Steward was a very: good kind of 


woman; and, as ſhe was convinced that 


Martha's tears proceeded from na fort of 


naughtineſs, but purely from affection to 


her parents, ſhe was ſo far from blaming 
ber, that for ſome time ſhe tcok no kind 
of notice of it: nay, ſhe even went out 


of the room, and left her, as ſhe thought 


Martha would be more likely to recover 
berſelf when alone, than if under the re- 


ſtraint of any _ body's obſervation. In 
about half an hour Mrs. Steward returned, 
bringing in with her Miſs Kitty Long, 
who was an agreeable good little girl of 
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will be happy to afford you every amuſe-Wil 
ment in her power; ſhe: will either ſtay 


« 7 thank you, Madam! if you pleaſe 1 
I will go up ſtairs.“ Go then, Mit 
Kitty, ſaid Mrs. Steward, ſhew Miſs Beau. 


may likewiſe tell her which will be hel 


ample of her companion, made a curtif 


about eight years old. Here, my love, 
ſaid Mrs. Steward to Miss Beauchamp, | 
have brought you a little companion, who 
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with you here, or take a walk with youll 


in the garden, or introduce you to the reſt 
of the young ladies, which ever you like 


beſt, or perhaps you would wiſh to ſei 
the apartment in which you are to ſleep, 
if ſo, you are very welcome to go. 1 

Poor Martha, who was crying too much 
to be able to ſpeak a great deal, only aid, 


champ the way into your apartment, and 
ſhe will ſleep with Miſs Grumpton ſo yo 
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bed. 
Little Martha then following the ex 


to Mrs. Steward, and walked after her up 
ſtairs. But what was her aſtoniſhment, 
when inſtead of finding, as the expected, 
a bed-chamber with one; or at moſt two 


beds in it, ſhe was introduced into a lone 
room With ſeven, one by the fide of thei 
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ove, 5 W.ctcr. Pray am I to ſleep in this room? 
b, 1 1 enquired ſhe eagerly. Yes, Miſs, re- 
wholM plied Miſs Kitty Long, and running up 
uſc. to the bed that ſtood the fourth from the 
ſtay door, added, gbig is to be the bed you are 
youll to lay in; and my ſiſter Polly and I lay 
ret{Min the next; and my ſiſters Jane and 
like Am in the next, and Miſs Brown and 
ſet i Miſs Small in the laſt. And on this other 
eep, | fide of you, ſaid ſhe, tripping back again 
to the beds ſhe had before paſſed by, lay 
auch Miſs Crick and Miſs Haſtings : and in this 
Cid. Mits Nugent and Miſs Grout, and in this 
eaſe Miſs Trip and Miſs Barry. So you fee 
Vick there are juſt fourteen of us all together; 
your | and ſometimes: we are ſo merry f we all 
and 4 get out of bed, and play at blind-man's- 
youll buff or dance about in the dark: then if 
heli we hear any noiſe, and think any body 
is coming, away we all run helter-ſkelter, 
ex to get into our beds: then we knock our 
thi W heads againſt the bed-poſts, and ſome- 
r ug times puſh one another down in our hur- 
entry; for if we are found out of bed, my 
ted, governeſs is very angry, and the next 
two morning we have nothing but dry bread, 
long and naſiy-poiſon water-gruel. I Date wa- 
thelf ter-gruel |. do not you r 1 cannot ſay I 
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much like it, replied Martha, and there- 
fore I think I ſhould take care not to get 
it, by doing What Mrs. Steward diſ- 


liked. 


To be ſure that would Ae beſt way, 
faid Miſs Kitty; but ſometimes we do what 
we ought not, though it is fooliſh: enongh 
I contels, for we generally get puniſhed 
for it; always indeed, if Mrs. Rip bt knows 
it. Pray who is Mrs. Right ? enquired 
Martha. Ol ſhe is our firſt teacher, re- 
plied Kitty, and the croſſeſt /oul that ever 
wore a head: ſhe 1s ten thouſand times 
worſe than my governeſs; the is forever 
finding fault with ſomething or other, and 


makes twenty times more #4 about hold- . 


ing up cur heads and behaying gracefully 2 


than Mrs. Steward does.— But ft down in 
this window, and I will tell * about 3 
every thing. : 


Poor little Martha obeyed, os; with a 1 


Ake heart ſeated herſelf, to liſten io the 


information of Miſs Kitty. who ſitting by 
her, with the fore-finger of her right hand 
began to number up all the governeſſes 
and tuachbrs by the fingers of her left; 


fo taking hold ah her left thumb, There. 
faid ſhe, firſt and foremoſt ſtands Mrs. 
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E Steward my governeſs, whom you ſaw in 
che parlour; and very kind and good- na- 
tured ſhe is to us when we are good, but 
horribly croſs when we are naughty. Then 
next (touching her fore-finger) comes 
Madam Right, as creſs as two fiicks can poſ- 
ſibly be, and very few of us love hers 
W and 1 can tell you, if you do not hold up 
© your head better than you do at preſent, 
ſhe wall give you a good bang on the back 


| of your neck, and you may think your- 


p : ſelf happy if ſhe does not ſomewhere elſe 
= beſide. Well, next to her comes Mrs; 


Davis, I cannot fay that I am vg fond of 


Y ber, he is very apt. 10 be 06; and ſhe 


tens a mon/trous many tales. Then. there 


is Miſs Star ch, as bad as any of the re}, 
dhe comes in fifty times when we are at 
play, to ſee if we are about any miſchief ; 


end if ſhe does not like our employments, 


W ſhe makes us go and fit ill by the fide of 


her, and inſtead of play, gives us a 7ozd 
of ſpelling or grammar to learn by heart. 
[hen comes Madam Brifzeu the French 
Teacher; and, except being very croſs when 
ve do not ſay our taſks right, ſhe is the 

moſt good-natured of any of them. 
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dinner, and without hearing any of Mar- 


her into the dinner-parlonr, where the 
found the five ladies above deſcribed, and fi 


By the time Miſs Kitty had rcteded 
thus far in her account, the bell rang for 


tha's remarks, ſhe was obliged to conduct 


upwards of fifty ſcholars, already alem. : 
bled at two long tables, at the head of MW 
one of which Mrs. Right prefided. A 

Poor Martha, upon the fight of ſo large 


a company, ſo very unlike to the little 
beloved party ſhe had left at home, again 
burſt into tears, but walked very obe-. 
diently to the lower end of Mrs. Right's, il 


which was the ſecond table, and where L 
the younger children all dined. She took 


the feat which was appointed for her, but 
could not be prevailed upon to eat one 


mouthful. When ſome meat was put 
upon her plate ſhe cut a morſel, and put 
it towards her mouth, then again laying 
it down ſaid, Indeed I cannot eat, 1 ami 
not at all hungry. Well then, ſaid Miſs 
Starch, you muſt leave it, I think; but 
it is very odd that you cannot eat a little! a 
I am fure you might if you would; by 
and-by you will be fick ! I think it ili 
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| Fi 85 chat FR will not try and cat 


a Martha, who had never before bom told 
What ſhe was naugbty, except when ſhehad 
Feally been guilty of ſome crime, found 
Whis rebuke fo far from abating her tears, 
What it afforded freſh cauſe for her grief, 
of Mad ſhe ſobbed ſo loud, as to cauſe the 

es of every one to be turned towards 


Sher. Mrs Steward enquired, with great 
le BW ood-humour, what was the matter? 
[1 Dnly this little lady, Madam, replied 
e lics Starch, will not eat a bit, and ſhe 


N ries ſo ſhe will make herſelf quite fick 


reg declare the child already looks like a 
KY hoſt. I never faw any of the young la- 
ui cs cry ſo in my life, I am ſure it is very 
nl 


ae,; it is juſt as if the thought ſhe was 
me here to be treated ill. 

No, no, replied Mrs. Steward, I dark | 
= ſhe has no ſach thought. Come hi- 
er, my dear, and you ſhall fit by me 


5 ay. Martha then went to her and 
Gs id, I cannot eat, indeed Madam. Well, 
C 


* dear, never mind that, you will be 


7 tler another day; perhaps the ſmell 
bbe victuals _ be diſagreeable to you; 


Vor. J. 
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if it is, you may go back again into the 


herſelf down. 


and as the found her aſleep, ſhe. crepif 


ſo fatigued with the uneaſineſs which hel 


need of ſome repoſe; and ſhe continueiſ 
In a quiet ſleep till half an hour after {x8 


2 to 1 00 notice that upper wal 


| Tboked round the room with ee nol 


returned into the parlour) the roſe up i 
a hurry, and ſeemed confuſed at havanj 


parlour. Martha was rejoiced at this per. 
mittion, and inſtantly went away; Where, 


after crying for ſome time, the at length 
fell aſleep on a ſofa, on which the had laid 


hin fas + Dapd food 


ap, oo 


Aſter dinner was over, Mrs. An 2 
went to look for her new little charge, 


foftly out of the room again, and gave 
orders for no one to go near, or ditturbſ] 
her. Martha had had ſo little ſleep fo 


ſome nights paſt, and her ſpirits were 


E. 2 


had ſuffered, that nature ſtood much inf 
when ſhe was awakened by the bell which 


V. 
When the firſt opened her eyes ſh 


immediately recollecting where ſhe was; 
then ſeeing Mrs. Steward (who was aguit 


ſa; 


been found in that poſture. Do not hure 


rl my dear, ſaid Mrs. Steward, | 


— 
1 2 


your acquaintance. 
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hope 4 did not alarm you? You ſeem to 


have had a nice fleep : I have been watch= 
ing you ſome time, and was rejoiced to 
ſce you look ſo compoſed. I fancy by 


this time you would be glad of a little re- 
I freſhment ? You. have eat nothing all day, 


and the young ladies are juſt going to ſup- 


per, give me leave to introduce you to 

tem, I am ſure they will be delighted to 

W {cc you amongſt them, and will try all in 
their power to divert and amuſe you. 


Martha, though ſo far refreſhed by her 


| ſleep as to ceaſe crying, yet felt no incli- 
Wnation to join in the amuſements of her 
ſchool-fellows, but as ſhe thought that 
Mrs. Steward ſeemed to with ſhe would 


go to them, and her defire was always to 


W behave as was molt agreeable to thoſe ſhe 


was with, ſhe faid, if you pleaſe, Ma- 
dam, I will go to the young ladies. Come 


chen, my dear, replied Mrs, Steward, I 
will conduct you to them. 


So ſaying, ſhe 
took her by the hand, and led her into 
the ſame parlour where they dined. I have 


brought Miſs Beauchamp, my dear ladies, 


ſaid ſhe, who wiſhes to be introduced to 


She appears to be a 
D 2 
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neſs in your power. Here, Miſs Mary 
Candid, continued ſhe, give me leave to] 
recommend to your notice this little lady, 
_ endeavour to amuſe her, and give her 


kindly begged her to eat a piece of bread 


Miſs! I hope now you will ſoon get al 


"tears as ever: but Mrs, Davis perceiving 


remarkable good little girl, and 1 hope you 
will all ſhew her every civility and kind- 


every neceflary information relating to the 
rules of the ſchool. Pp ' "mi 
' Miſs Candid then came forward, and 
taking Martha by the hand, led her to that 
ſeat next herſelf at the table, and very 


and butter, which Martha (finding herſelf 
rather hungry, not having eaten a ſingle 
mouthful all day) willingly accepted, andi 
drank a little baſon full of milk and water: 
which Miſs Starch obſerving, ſaid, O 
Jam glad to ſee you begin to eat a little 


little more ſociable with the ladies, for I 
declare it made me quite miſerable to {el 
you cry and take on ſo. „ q 

This ſpeech nearly undid all the good 
effects of the ſleep; and had the prof 
ceeded another word, Murtha would cer- 
tainly have been as much drowned itt 


* 
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it, ſaid in a low voice to Miſs Starch, I 
believe, Madam, we had better ſay no 
more on the ſubject, the leſs notice we 
take of ſuch kind of things the better, 
and the ſooner it will be over. Then 
© ringing the bell, ſhe ordered the ſer- 
vants to take away the ſupper Aeg, 
and the young ladies returned back to the 
14 {ſchool room, where they began to play 
„and amuſe themſelves, in ſuch different 
manners as beſt ſuited their various incli- 
nations. Martha, however, was too much 
oppreſſed to join their ſports, and Miſs 
8 Candid and Miſs Kitty Long, both very 
W kindly fat ſtill with her, ſtriving to di- 
overt her by their converſation ; and giving 
Ober the deſcriptions of many of their play- 
mates characters, ſome of whom ſhe fan- 
cied ſhe ſhould in future like to play with, 
and others whom ſhe apprehended would 
by their behaviour only add to her un- 
ealineſs at leaving home; amongſt which 
number ſhe was much concerned to find 
was Miſs Grumpton, the young lady with 
whom ſhe had heard her Governeſs ſay ſhe 
was to ſleep. This ſadly diſtreſſed her, 
for as ſhe was a total ſtranger to them all, 
there could appear no juſt reaſon why ſhe 
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50 © ANECDOTES ff a 
ſhould object to the company of one more 
than another: beſides, ſhe was by far too 
timid to think of oppoſing any thing her 


ſuperiors appointed. She therefore ound 
that there was no remedy, and had only] 


to hope, that Miſs Grumpton might prove 


Teſs diſagreeable to her than ſne was to 
Miſs Candid; or elſe ſhe muſt ſubmit to 
it, as one of the many diſagreeables thei 
expected to find whilſt at ſchool. 
ever, the thought of being ſo connected 
With a girl of bad temper, by no mean 
helped to reſtore her mind to peace, 284 
the waited, with diſmal apprehenſion, thelf 
hour appointed for their going to reſt. 
At length the clock ſtruck eight, ani 


Mrs. Steward and all the teachers entered 


the room, when Miſs Candid informed 
her they were going to prayers. 


down. 

Martha, with her heart overflowing 
with the tendereſt of feelings, and thin'- 
ing the moment was now come, in which 


ſhe could join as fincerely as any of thei 
Teſt, knelt down with her face toward: 


the wainſcot, to prevent the fight of any 


How. 


Mrs. 
Steward then defired there might be i-M 
lence, and they all immediately knelt 


/ 
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object interrupting her devotion. ' But 
how was ſhe diſappointed, when inſtead of 
| hearing words which ſhe underſtood, Ma- 
dam Brilieu began to read the prayers in 
French, a language ſhe was totally unac- 
quainted with. As ſoon as the ceremony 


was over, they all roſe from their knees, 


and curtſying to Mrs, Steward and Mrs. 
eo Right, walked out two and two, attended 
by Mrs. Davis, Miſs Starch, and Madam 
Brilieu, who ſaw them all ſafe into bed. 
= As ſoon as their door was locked, Mane 
W !lipped out of bed, and falling on her 
knees, began to ſay her prayers, whiſper- 
ing in a low voice, and not wiſhing to 
draw the attention of any of her ſchool- 
W fellows. But Miſs Grumpton, who felt 
her get out of bed, and ſaw her kneel 
down (it not being quite dark) called 
out, Dear Miſs! what are you about? 
what have you got out of bed for? I 
vill get in again in a minute or two, 
returned Martha; I only came eut to 
lay my prayers. Say your prayers] re- 
plied Miſs Grumpton, in a loud voice of 
aſtoniſnment, what are you going to ſay 
your prayers for now? Did not you pray 
enough below ſtairs? Sure you are quite 


* 
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a Methodift, Miſs | - I do not underſtand 
What you mean by that, ſaid Martha; butf 

1 always do ſay my prayers every night 
and morning, and as I do not underſtand 
French, all that was ſaid below ſtairs wasf 
of no uſe at all to me, for I am ſure I 
could not pray one word of it. O, laub 
I: ſhould: never think of that for my part, 
returned Miſs Grumpton; prayers are 


prayers, are not they? whether they ar 
French or Dutch ; 2 pray come into bed 


again, or, I aſſure you, my governeſs will 
be vaſtly angry with you Miſs, if thei 
knows that you get out of bed. I do not 
think the could be angry with me for 
praying, replied Martha, crying, but if you 
think ſo, I can get into bed again, God 
can hear me as well when I am in bed, all 
out ; but it is very hard—She could ſay no 
more, but getting into bed burſt into af 
flood of tears, and ſobbed moſt bitterly at 
her , ; 
Lab, now! what have I ſaid Miſs, re- 
turned Miſs Grumpten, to make you fret 
ſo? If you will pray, pray away, pra 
y, with all my heart; you may pray 
& yourſelf and me too, if you pleaſe, for 
I hate the employment, I aſſure you; but 


— A. . 
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for goodneſs ſake, Miſs, do not lay and cry 
ſo; if you do, I declare I will tell my 
governeſs: I proteſt it is impoſſible to get 
a wink of ſleep for you, you lay blowing 
your noſe ſo, it is quite naſty to hear you. 
I am very ſorry to diſturb you ſo, replied 
Martha, ſobbing, but indeed I cannot help 

it. Perhaps you cried the firſt day you 
came? I never ſlept a night from home 
W before in all my life. Well! you need 
not cry for that, ſaid Miſs Grumpton, for 
l am ſure you do not fleep now, neither 
W will you let me: you are juſt like the dog 
in the manger, Miſs, you neither ſleep 

W yourſelf, nor let any body elſe fleep. 
Poor Martha finding it would be im- 
poſſible to pleaſe her by any thing ſhe 
could fay, reſolved to hold her tongue, and 
no ſuppreſs her ſobs, that ſhe might give as 

little diſturbance as poſſible. The melan- 
W choly., reflections which filled her mind, 
W were ſuch as no one can imagine, who hag 
not felt the ſevere pang of ſeparation from 
beloved friends, and the neceſſity of being 
in company with perſons moſt diſpleaſing, 
added to all which, ſhe was anxious leſt 
her tears ſhould prejudice her governels 
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againſt her, as well as make her be deſpiſed 


by all her ſchool-fellows. 


With her heart filled with Fuck 
thoughts as theſe, ſhe for a long time lay 
unable to cloſe her eyes. She heard the 
various comments of her companions upon 
her conduct, after they ſuppoſed ſhe waz 


aſleep ; and With horror heard one or two 


of them lay plans for getting into the lock- 


up garden the next day, to procure apples 


to eat after they ſhould come to bed. 


What a place, thought ſhe to herſelf, i: BW 
this which I am come to! ſurely 1 had 
better have ſtaid at home, though I had 
never gained any improvement, than come 
to keep company with ſuch wicked chil-· 
dren as theſe appear; who even laugh a iſ 


Prayer, and contrive how they ſhall feeal. 


Well might my Mamma caution me a- 
gainſt deceit, or committing any mean tricks; 
and charge me to remember, that God 


always obſerves me. Yes! he ſees me, 


and I hope will protect me, and take care 
of me, and not let theſe naughty girls lead 
me into evil. With thoughts ſuch as} 


theſe, and beſeeching the Almighty 


bleſs her parents, her brother, and all her 
friends, ſhe at length fell aſleep, and, forfi 


[ WY Aa Cc... - wk 89A PL 


BOARDING-SCHOOL. - 59 
Ja few hours; forgot all her cares and 

bree, 17H, 23 27 74] T3 3 
The next morning, when ſhe waked, 
ſhe determined to have no more altercation 
with her companion upon the ſubject of 
prayer, but contented herſelf with quietly 
ES recommending herſelf to God as ſhe lay 


on her bed, and determined, the firſt mo- 
ment ſhe could get, ſhe would offer her 


prayers and thankſgivings in what ſhe 


thought a more acceptable manner. As 


W ſoon as the clock ſtruck ſeven the bell rang, 
which was the fignal for them all to riſe, 
There! the bell rings, ſaid Miſs Grumpr 
bon, and if you do not get up directly, Miſs 


il. . Starch will ſoon be about your houfe, I can 


W promiſe you. Beſides, you will not be 
ready for prayers Miſs, and that, I ſuppoſe, 
vou will think a ſhocking thing; for they 
will be in Engliſb, I can tell you for your 
comfort, this morning. f 
I am glad to hear it, replied Martha, 
and, I dare ſay, I ſhall be ready, for I will 
get up directly. She then aroſe and dref- 
ſed herſelf with great expedition: for her 
Mamma had always taught her to move 
about every thing as quick as poſſible, and 
not get into a ſlothful, idle way of doing 
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| + ge clean and. neat, and had tau js 5 
e 


minute attention which ſome people P 


more profitably employed. 


ment each other. With pleaſure ſhe re: 


ſtriving which ſhould render moſt ſervice to 


that they were completed in the fame 


_ ſingle one; all, except the eldeſt, - whoſ 
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any thing neceſſary to be done; much; lek 
could ſhe approve of her ſpending time in 


dreſſing and ornamenting her perſon, | She 
had always enforced the neceſſity of being 


r at the ſame time, to deſpiſe. all pr | 
to every pin they place, or knot they tie, 


and through which they waſte a great 
ſhare of er time, that might be much 


Wa A 2222 yy Fu = oo & YEA: 


During the time ſhe was drefling, her 
attention was wholly taken up in obſerving 
the different hehaviour of her companions, 
and ſeeing how ſome kindly aſſiſted, whilſt 
others mutually appeared to teaze and tor - 


lp max 2 hy 


85 


marked the four Miſs ee cheerfully 


the other; they ſtood one behind the other, 2 
lacing and pinning each other's frocks, of 


time as it would have taken to dreſs 28 


ſtood laſt, and would not ſuffer ber ownll 
frock to be pinned, till her ſiſters were 
quite ready for going down, and then one 


of them finiſhed her. Moſt of the other 
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yonng ladies likewiſe readily aſſiſted each 
E other in tying tucker-ſtrings, and thoſe 
kind of little matters which they could 
W not manage to do for themſelves. But 
Miſs Crick, Miſs Haſtings, Miſs Trip, and 
Miss Grumpton, ſeemed to vie with one 
E another, who ſhould be the moſh ſpiteful 
Wand unkind : inſtead of endeavouring to 
"BY be ſerviceable, they did all they could to 
T diſtreſs each other. If one wanted the 
comb, the other was ſure to toſs it to the 
S farther -nd of the room; and if one drop- 
ped her pincuſhion, another would run 
and give it a kick under the bed, juſt as 
"BY ſhe was ſtooping to pick it up: in return 
for which, the owner of the pincuſhion + 
; {clawed off her adverſary's cap, and toſſed 
it upon the teſter of the bed: that again 
gave freſh provocation to the wearer of it, 
WJ who ſought to be revenged by throwing 
away her antagoniſt's gloves, or whatever 
Jelſe ſhe could firſt get hold of. And thus 
they proceeded quarrelling, ſnatching, 
eszipg, and hindering each other through 
WT the whole ceremony of drefling ; which + 
they had ſcarcely finiſhed, when * 
Warch entered the apartment, : 
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Pray ladies, ſaid ſhe, what was * c 
diſturbance I heard juſt now? I am ſure | 
there was ſome quarrelling, Ido inſiſt upon il < 
knowing who it was: ſuch behaviour, 1M | 
do aſſure you, ſhall not go unpunilhed: is 
Ik not it a ſtrange thing that you cannot all 
ial agree like young ladies, and not quarrel and 
bo! make ſuch a diſturbance, like a parcel fi 


Ad boys? I am aſhamed of you, ladies, and if 
1 I hear any more of ſuch behaviour, I pro- 
miſe you, will acquaint your governelſs i 
and Mrs. Right with it. She then ad- 
dreſſed herſelf to Martha. Good morning 
to you, Miſs Beauchamp, faid ſhe, I hope, 
my dear, you had a good night's reſt, and 
1 are ready for your breakfaſt; and I] hope 
4 too we ſhall ſee you in better ſpirits than 
s you were in yeſterday; we mutt not have 
i any more crying to-day ; but I know youſ 
3 


„ . „„ — 


wr will be a good child (continued ſhe, put-W 
ting on a tmile, and chucking her under 
"oy the chin) will not you, my dear? 


11 Marila, not much entertained with this 
ſalutation, only replied in a grave tone off 
i voice, Yes, Madam. Another bell was 
i new. rung, and again the whole family 
were aſſembled in the ſchool-room, where, 
. after interchanging civilities, Mrs. Rig 
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demanded ſilence, and began to read 
prayers in Engliſh, to the no ſmall joy 
of little Martha, whoſe remarkab!e quiet 
behaviour was obſerved and commend- 
| ed by Mrs. Steward, and propoſed to 

all the reſt of the ſcholars of .her own 
age as an example well worthy of their 
W imitation. 

When prayers were over, Mrs. Steward 
| od all the teachers withdrew, and left 


MW the children to play by themſelves for half 
d- an hour, till breakfaſt ſhould be ready. 


= As ſoon as they were gone, Mis Mary 

Candid came to Martha, and very kindly - 
W caquired after her health? How ſhe tad 

W ſlept? How the liked her apartment? and 

more particularly how ſhe liked her bed- 

7 fellow? 

O dear! replied Marthe, I do not like 
her a bt. I think as you told me, ſhe ap- 

© pears to be extremely croſs, and I think 
very wicked too, for ſhe laughed at me 


for wanting to ſay my prayers, becauſe I 
off did not underſtand that French flu which 
va the French lady read laſt night; and I have 
; always been taught, that it is my duty to 


pray every night ane mornin g. 
6 
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Certainly it is, rejoined Miſs Candid, 
but 1 beheve as you ſay, that ſhe is not 4 
very good girl, and I am heartily ſorry you 
have gotten her for a bed-fellow ; but! 
fear that there is no chance of your getting 
nf rid of her, as we are all ſettled in our dif- 
|” ferent beds and apartments at preſent; and 
W it is one of the rules of the ſchool, not to 
change our bed-fellows when once we arc 
fixed, unleſs our partner goes away, and 
that is the reaſon you are put with Miz 
Grumpton, becauſe Miſs Milmot, (the young 
lady whom ſhe uſed to ſleep with) left 
ſchool laſt week. 

W hat then, do you think 1 muſt con- : 
tinue with her, enquired Martha, as a 2 
as I flay? | 

Perhaps not that, replied Miſs Candid, 
but indeed cannot give you any hopes of 
quitting her, becauſe, as I tell you, it is a 
ruſe of the ſchool, not to change unleſs i 
ſomething very particular happens. = 
What hall! do then? ſaid Martha, łou 
ſhall I bear it? it will make me even fill 
more unhappy than expected. 

O!] never mind it, replied Miſs Candid, 
with a voics of kind ee never 

mind it; you need not be with her in the 
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00 time; and when you go to- bed, you 
pretend to go to ſleep as ſoon, as you! 
= down, and ſo have no difputes | with: 
her; and if ſhe finds you always a, quiet, 
good girl, you may aſſure yourſelf, though 
the may laugh at, ſhe will not much trou-: 
ble you, for ſhe always chuſes for her 
Itriends thoſe of the young ladies who, are 
more like herſelf, rude, croſs, and miſ- 
chievous. All, tene that you have to 
do, is to diſregard all ſhe ſays; neither Jets 
her perſuade you to behave as ſhe does, 
nor laugh you out of what you think to be; 
our duty; for if once you make vourſelf 
Wunhappy about what the naughty girls lays 
nd try to behave ſo that they may not 
aughu at you, you may depend upon it, 
What you will ſoon be as bad as they are: 
Wc only way is not to mind them, or care 
pin about them. When firſt I came to 
Wchool, I was very unhappy: about it, and 
Þ ſadly diſtreſſed me to be called Croſs 
ec, and Miſs Formal, and Saint, and. 
t Dverocod, and ſuch kind of names; and I. 
ould not help crying about it every day 
Imoſt: at laſt Mrs. Steward invited upon 


nowing the cave of my being fo very” 
9 1 


% 
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then ſaid, Tam very ſorry, my dear, that 


regarded and deſpiſed. Sorry am I, to find 


naughtineſs before goodneſs, to them- 
ſelves. I heartily wiſh I had none ſuch} 


uneaſy; and 1 told her, though not till 
the made me, for I was afraid that they 
ſhould think I was a tell-tale. And ſhe 


any of your companions ſhould be ſo dif. 
agreeable to you, and ſuch naughty chil- 
dren ; butin every large ſociety there will 


always be found ſome members who. ſeem 


to take delight in miſchief, and in diſturb. 

ing the general peace. Such perſons, 
therefore, ' ought to be ſhunned as if they 
were infectious, their company avoided, 
and their converſation and advice dif 


© 


that any of my family ſhould prove them- 
ſelves ſo undeſerving of your regard; but 
fince they do ſo, 1 would adviſe you not 
to diſturb yourſelf about them: in the 
ſchool, F am certain, there are numbers 
very deſerving of your love; with ſuch, 
my dear, I would adviſe you to. affociate 
yourſelf, and leave thoſe, who prefer 


Q 


in my ſchool; but be aſſured, whoever If 
at any time know to be guilty, J will take 
every method in my power to reform and 
bring to a proper ſenſe of their duty, 


2 
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This, continued Miss Candid, is what my 
governeſs ſaid to me; and I wrote to my 
mamma about it, and ſhe adviſed me the 
fame. Do not, Mary, faid ſhe, quarrel 
with them, and give any juſt cauſe to diſ- 
like you; but on no-account become in- 
timate with, or let them be your com- 
panions; be civil and kind to every body, 
but make friend/bip only with thoſe Wh 
are good. After my mamma and Mrs. 
Seward ſaid this, J determined not to 
mind what the croſs or naughty young 
ladies faid to me, and only to play with 
W thoſe who are good; and, I aſſure you, 
there are a great many very good-natured » 
girls with whom you may be very com- 
fortable. T cried tadly when I firtt cams 
to ſchool, but I do not mind it now; Ido 
J not like leaving home, but after I have 
been here two or three days I regard it 
not: my governeſs is always very kind to | 
all the good ones, and fo is Mrs. Right if 
and all the ladies, if we do but mind |; 
what they fay to us, I dare ſay, Mits 
Beauchan.p, that you will ſoon like ſchool 
better than 7 expect, and be very 


happy. 
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1 bope. I ſhall, . replied Martha, 1 
but I cannot ſay I much think it. I have 
no notion that I ever can be happy away 
from home, and in a place where there 
are ſo many croſs and wicked children, 
O! never trouble yourſelf about them, 


faid Miſs Candid; do you connect yourſelf | 


with the good ones, and you will not find 
them croſs. You ſay, rejoined Marth, 
that Mrs Right, and all the ladies are very 
kind! Mils Kitty Long told me yeſterday, 
that they were al] croſs, eſpecially Mrs, 
Rig bj. That is, replied Miſs Candid, be- 
1a 4 ſome of the, ſcholars call every body 


croſs who find any fault with them; which 
is the way of Mus Kitty Long. She is ai 
very good-natured girl, and not at all wick» 


ed; but though ſhe. can learn very faſt, 
and is remarkably clever, ſhe is very apt 


to be careleſs, to neglect her taſks, and not 
attend to what is faid to her; and that 
makes Mrs. Right and the other teachers] 


angry. Beſides, ſhe will poke her head 


ſad ly when at work, and Mrs. Right has 
once or twice puniſhed her for that; but] 
1 do aſſure you, if you will try, to be 


gbod, you will find them all tolerably 


good-humoured, Miſs Sta, is the 


— —— — . — — 


— — 


$0ARDINGEHdoL. 6 
of any, that is, ſhe ofteneſt flaps one's 
neck and hands, and takes us away from 
play; but Mrs. Steward is extremely kind, 
and if ſhe and Mrs. Right are pleaſed with 


me, I do not mind Miſs Starch. © 
Not mind her! reſumed Martha aſtoniſh- 
ed, why 1 thought you was obliged to 
mind them all? Fo Tons 
Yes, replied Miſs Candid, I do mind 
what ſhe ſays to me, but I do not fo much 
care for her good opinion as for that of 
the other two. She often ſcolds a great 
deal when we really do not deferve it, and 
ſays we are very Naughty, and deſerve to be 
| well whipped, when, I am ſure, we do not; 
and Mrs. Steward would not be angry at 
all if ſhe were to know the affair, ſo that 
I do not much care for what ſhe ſays. 
We do mind her to be ſure, becauſe we 
nut, but we do not love her, or care 
much about her. But pray take care, and 
be very civil to her, or elſe ſhe will com- 
plain to Mrs. Steward, and then fbe will 
be very angry; and I am ſure you would 
be ſorry for that. I am ſorry that you are 
ſo unlucky as to have Miſs Starch for the 


miſtreſs of your-apartment, becauſe ſhe is 


lo very ſevere if any thing is left about, 
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or your cloaths are not in proper order. 
Madam Briheu and Mrs. Davis are the 
moſt good-natured about thoſe affairs, and 
if any thing happens to be out of its place, 
inſtead of being angry, they will put it 
away themſelves; but Mrs. Right and Mid 
Starch never will; neither will Mrs. 
Steward. T here are but four young ladies 
in her apartment, and they are the four 
Miſs Harringtons; but ſhe will not ſuffer 
them to leave ſo much as a pin about the 
room. 80 I tell you this, that you may 
know what you have to truſt to, and take 
care of yourſelf. 


I am much obliged to you, faid Martha, 


but 1 do not in the leaſt fear that I fhall 
have anger on that account: I have always 


been uſed to put every thing i in its proper | 


place, and keep my room quite tidy. 


That is well for you, ſaid. Miſs Candid, 


or I promiſe you, you would find it hard; 


but it is now time to goto breakfaſt, for 


the bell rings. 


They then went down into the hall 


with 55 reſt of the young ladies; and 


Martha, a little comforted by the conver- 


ſation of her new companion, eat a toler- 


able hearty breakfaſt, She afterwards 
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went with them into the ſchool, and 
Mrs. Steward, at the requeſt of Miſs Can- 
did, permitted her to fit next to her, which 
was a particular indulgence; for as ſhe 
was two years younger, her proper place 
would have been upon another form; but 
as it ſeemed to afford her ſome ſatisfac- 
tion, and ſhe was fo exceedingly unhappy 
at leaving home, Mrs. Steward gave leave 
for it. ; „ 
During the hours of ſchool, Martha 
behaved remarkably well. She did her 
work exceedingly neat and clean, and read 
vith ſuch uncommon propriety for a 
tha, child of her age, that Mrs. Steward was 
hall MW atoniſhed. 5 eit e bein 
days After ſchool ſhe went with the reſt of 
per the young ladies, and even felt ſome plea- 
ſure in joining with them in their amuſe= 
did, ments; keeping all the time cloſe to Miſs 
rd; Candid, in whole ſociety ſhe began to hope 
for the ſhould find ſome ſmall recompence 
for the abſence of thoſe dear and near 
all i friends ſhe had left at home, 
and After dinner ſhe again returned to 
er- ſchool, where ſhe acquitted herſelf as well 
er- *5 ſhe had done in the morning; and in 
rds the evening before ſhe went to play, ſat 
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down to sul the taſks which bad been 
That day appointed her. 

When bed time came, ſhe HOW lewd 
of Mils Candid with tears in her eyes, and, 
and with a heavy heart, undreſſed herſelf toff 
MNeep with? Mika Grumpton. The prayer: 
had again been read in French, and the was 
as much diſtreſſed as the preceding night, 
to find an opportunity to offer up her * 
vate devotions. 

At length ſhe reſolved, as her cauſe was 
a good one, to ſpeak to Miſs Starch, (who 
entered the apartment juſt as ſhe was ready 
to go to-bed) and aſk her permiſſion to 
be allowed: to pray in Engliſb, as ſhe didi 
not underſtand French. But how was the 
ſurpriſed, when inſtead of being applaud- 
ed as ſhe expected for her requeſt; ſhe re. 
ceived the following anſwer. 2 

Say your prayers ow child !- when you $3 
are all undreſſed and ready to ſtep into bed! 
Why I never heard of ſuch a thing in all 4 
my life! Surely, Miſs, you muſt be mal 
to think of it! What do you want to get 
your death of cold? Pray get into bed this 
moment, and never let me hear of ſuch ai 
thing again! I wander you were not 


aſhamed to think of aſkingeit! Say your 


1 — I e 
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deen prayers indeed in your ght bit! A pretty 
affair indeed ! A fine cold you would get! 
eave Who do you think is to nurſe you? And 
and, what would your mamma lay, to have” 
If tolf you taken no better care of? FLEY 

yers My mamma, Madam, (replied Martha; 


to ſay my prayers; beſides, I could put my 
Ibed-gown on, and I am ſure 1 ſhould not 
get cold. 


Pave not you juſt been at prayers in the 
Wichool? How many prayers would you 
Whave of a night? 
I did not underſtand one word of them, 
laid Martha, I do not underſtand French. 
Then it is time you ſhould garn, replied 
Wiſs Starch; what are you come to ſchool 

for but to-learn French? And nothing will 
fi prove you quicker than ſaying French 
Prayers; ſo I beg I may not have another 
2 adde upon t ſubject. 


Purpoſe to make any reply, got into bed; 
nd Miſs Starch tucking up her bed- cloaths, 
epeated to herſelf, I ſay pray indeed! and 
hen charging the young ladies to lie ſtill, 


in a trembling voice) always charged me 


Tam ſure of no' ſuch thing, une 
NMiſs Starch in an angry tone; beſides, | 


Martha finding that it would be to no 


" 

4 
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and wiſhin g them all a good Rt left the 


room and went down ſtairs. 


Well, faid Martha to herſelf, may Mig 
Candid not much value the opinion of this 
lady: and how peculiarly unhappy am! 
to be placed under her care! . ſurely Mrs, 
Steward, or Mrs. Right, or Mrs. Davis, 
could not-behave in this ſad, wicked man- 
ner! And yet what ſhall I do? If If, peak 
to them, perhaps they will be angry, * 
Miſs Starch may be ſo offended as to uſe 
me with more ſeverity than ſhe otherwiſe 
would; yet if ſhe ſhould, I ought not to 
mind that, when my duty is concerned: [| 
do not ki what to do about it; but ! 
will write to my mamma, and do what- 
ever ſhe ſhall adviſe mes let it coſt me what 
it will. 

Then filently offering up her prayers to 
the Almighty, and returning thanks for 
all the bleſſings of the paſt day, ſhe fell 
alleep; though not before ſhe had heard 
ſome freſh inſtances of Miſs Grumptans 
unpleaſing diſpoſition. 

The next morning as ſoon as ſhe pol- 
fibly could, ſhe went to Miſs Candid, and 
role Ber in what manner ls Starch had 
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behaved. . What can 1 do? ſaid ſhe, or 
Nhat do you think I had beſt do?  _ 
His Upon my word, my dear, replied Miſs 
this Candid, I do not know what to adviſe 
m 1 you. It certainly is extremely wrong not 
Ars, to pray every night; but, as it is impoſ- 
unn, ible to attend to what, you are about, 
an- cither when the young ladies are laughing 
eak at you, or Miſs Starch huffing you, I 
and WW ſhould think you had better not attempt it 
ule W after you get into your room. You might, 
viſe you know, ſay what prayers you chuſe to 
to yourſelf whilſt Madam Brelzeu is reading 
the French ones. 

That is very true, ſaid ſhe, only hear- 
ing the French ſo puts me out, I do not 
know, what I am faying ; but I will take a 
book, and then I ſhall be able to attend 


; to | better, _ I will write to my mamma to- 
for I day, and afk her about it, and then I ſhall 
fell be ſure that I ſhall do what is right; for 
ard J am certain ſhe will adviſe me properly. 


Aye, I think that will be the beſt way, 
replied Miſs Candid ; but I am ſure that 
you will not have time to write to-day, for 
Mr. Set, our drawing-maſter, comes this 
morning, and in the afternoon Mr. Legltly 
the dancing-maſter. And when you do 
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was informed that ſhe wiſhed, than ſhe 
kindly conſented. 


write to you, and now I have an oppor-| 


write, I aſſure yon, that you mult take 7 
care what you tay, for moſt likely Miß 
Starch, or Mrs. Davis, will come and look Wo 
over you, and they would be very angry if Ie 
"ou did not write wel. v 

Poor Martha was ſorry to hear that th 2: 
muſt have ſuch reſtraint upon her writing 
to her mamma, as ſhe much wiſhed tot. 
make her acquainted with every thing that WW! 
paſſed. For three weeks ſhe every day 
intended writing, but was as often pre- Hs 
vented, either by her neceſſary employ- b 
ments, the company of Miſs Starch, or het 
ſchool-fellows. At laſt Miſs Can did ad- 
viſed her to ſpeak to her governefs, and 
requeſt her permiffion to write in the 
parlour ; which Mrs. Steward no ſoonet 


Accordingly, Mar- 
tha wrote the following letter to her 
mamma. | | 


een Mn 
HIS is the firſt moment Gr nce I lefi 
vou, that I have it in my power to 


tunity, 1 am ſure I do not know how to 
begin, I have ſo many things to tell 


them be ſo bad as there are; 
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you, 1 know not which, or W to ſay 
firſt : but I think, if you knew what GR 
of a place ſchool is, you would never have 
let me come to it, I like Mrs. Steward 
very well; ſhe behaves extremely kind, 
and I think, if ſhe had time to be more 
with us, the ſcholars would not many of 
but ſhe is 
ſo much engaged with the ladies parents 
who call to ſee them, and with the older 
ſcholars, that ſhe has hardly any time to 
be with us younger ones. Mrs. Right 
(the head teacher) is likewiſe ſo much a 
taken up with the great ladies, that nei- 
her can ſhe attend to us much; I wiſh 
ſhe could, for I like her next beſt to 
Mrs. Steward. There is a Mrs. Davis 
and a Miſs Starch, who have all the care 
of the younger half, and as I have the 
misfortune to be one of them, I am 
hiefly under the direction of Miſs Starch, 
vhom I do not like at all; ſhe is very far 
rom being. go0od-tempered ;  belides, 


$vorſe than that, I am ſure the is very 


icked, Only think, Madam, ſhe will 


ot let me ſay my prayers at night; and 
as quite angry With , me for deſiring it. 
e have prayers every night and morn- 


__ 
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ing read in the ſchool. to the whole 
family; but as thoſe of an evening ate 
French, I cannot underſtand a word of 
them; ſo I wanted to pray atter I went 
up ſtairs, and when I told her the reaſon, 
ſhe ſaid that I muſt learn to underſtand 
them, and the French prayers would im- 
prove me in the language. In Hort ſhe 
appeared to think it of but little conſe. 
quence, whether we prayed or not, and 
by her way of talking on many ſubjects, 
Jam fare ſhe cannot be a good woman, 
You: have always faid, that it is very 
wrong to laugh at people, either for 
their bodily infirmities, or for fir drefs; 
but am ſure ſhe does r al 
There was a lady came one day to f 
5 us dance, and ſhe had the misfortune to 
de crooked, and very plain; and Miß 
£7 © Starch has fo laughed at her ever ſince, 
Wy you would be ſurpriſed; calling her 1 
ure, and a fiebt, and an object not fit to 
go into genicel company; and I over- 
ard her telling Madam Brilieu, that the 
abſolutely looked fit to fſeare the als. 
And then about. cloaths ſhe ſeems to 
think fo much about them? She is al- 
i ways very ſmart herſelf, and extremely 
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angry if any of the ladies are untidy. 
One day ſhe made Miſs Kitty Long go to 
| of bed at fix o'clock without her ſupper, 
rent becauſe ſhe romped her cap off at play; 
ſon. and ſhe does fay fo much about locking 
and /mart, that I cannot think it right; and 
im-. I am re you would not like her. 
And then there are ſuch a number a- 
mongſt the ſcholars, who, though they 
appear good whilſt in fight, and get 
praiſed by Mrs. Steward and the teachers, 
yet are ſo very naughty when by them- 
ſelves, and do ſo many bad tricks, that [ 
ſor am ſure you had better let me come 
efs home. T hey tell fibs as faſt as poſſible, 
and do not feem to mind it at all. There 
ſeelis a Miſs Grumpton, with whom I fleep, 
e to who not only frbs, but even fleals; and 
Miß chen only laughs at any of the good ones 
nee who find fault with her for it. One of 
er the young ladies, a Miſs Catch, when ſhe 
it to eame back to ſchool after the laſt holi- 
ver-|Mdays, brought back in her pocket (but 
heb y mi hate the ſays, though there is no 
el depending upon her) a key of one of her 
to papa's garden gates, which key will open 
al- gate at the bottom of our play garden, 
neh that goes into one which Mrs, Steward 
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keeps eus up, and is full of fruit, 
| So the lets herſelf into it, and throws 


ſome of them were. 
They had been loading their pockets iq 


* 


8 


which was. half eaten up. 
| apples, Miſs Catch, knowing herſelf to 


» we * 


* « 


apples and pears over the wall for her 
companions ,.to pick up, but does, not 
take any herſelf which ſhe pulls, off the 
trees, that ſhe may. be able to ſay,-- ſhe 
has not taken any, if the fruit ſhould be 
miſled, . or they found out, as one day 
I will tell you how. 


this manner juſt before ſchool- time, 
when. Miſs Starch was buſy with the rei 
of the ladies, while they were te 
their hands: and when the bell rang, 1 

they. came, without either having time 
to empty their pockets, or waſh their 
hands: ſo when Miſs Sneak went to thew 


her work, it was ſo dirty that Miſs Stari 
was very angry; 
fingers, and finding them ſo likewiſe, ſhe 
rapped her knuckles with .the handle of 


and looking at her 


her ſciſſars, and made her cry; 1o.. the 
wanted her handkerchief to wipe her 
noſe and tears, and, pulling it out, out 


trundled two, or three. apples, one of 
On. ſeeing, the 


be guilty, coloured exceedingly, which 
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no further ſearch ; 


and wickedneſs. . 


it was ſuch a ſhame that they 


BOARDING-SCAOOTL. 


Miſs Starch: obſerving,” charging het with! 
being one who had taken ſome, and in- 
ſiſted upon having her pockets emptied ; 

but ſhe poſitively denied having taken on- 
and as none were found upon her, ſhe was 
believed. Miſs Sneak likewiſe inſited 
upon it that ſhe ſound her's in the garden, 
and Miſs Grumplon taking two out of her 
pocket, carried them to the table, and 
laid ſhe+ fornd thoſe tua, which ſhe ſup- 
poſed Miſs Sneak dropped, for they were 
in the middle of the garden. Miſs Starch 
then enquired, if any body elſe had any, 
and all the ladies denying it, ſhe made 
though if the had, ſhe 
would have found plenty. She gave Miſs 
Sneak two or three flaps upon her. neck, 
and made her ſit and work by her the 
reſt of the ſchool-time, and afterward 
gave her two queſtions of grammar to. 
learn more than ſhe otherwiſe, Would have 
bad. And this: was all the , puniſhment 
the whole ſet had, for their hieciag. lies, 
1 was ſo monſtrouſiy 

vexed with their naughtineſs, and theegha 
ſhould comms 


U ſo, that 1 had a great wind to tell. 
| * ＋ ecÞet N enn 
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Mrs. Steivard the whole truth about it; 
but Miſs Gandid adviſed me not: ſhe ſaid, 
I ſhould only get myſelf hated; and do 
them no good, and ſo I did not; but pray 
ſend me word what you think 1 had beſt 
do about ſuch things, and about m 
prayers, for 1 have hardly ſaid uk of 
an evening, except after 1 have been in 
bed, ſince I came. Once or twice I took 
my book to read them in Engh/b at the 
fame time, but Mrs. Steward ſaw me, and 
deſired me to put it away, and attend to 
Madam Briheu. I can tell my letters, 
and ſpell ſome little words in French, but 
I fear it will be a long time before I ſhall 
underſtand any thing that is read or talked, 
And if I could underſtand it ever ſo well, 
J am fure it can never add half ſo much to 
my happineſs, as the enjoyment 'of your 
and my papa's company would; O ! you 
can not think how [I long to be with you; 
I can think of nothing elſe all day; and I 
aſſure you, my papa was much miſtaken, 
when he ſuppoſed -I ſhould. ſoon. be. as 
merry and happy here as ever I was, for 
that I never ſhall be. There are fome 
very agreeable! girls in the ſchool, to be 
ſure, amongſt whom is a — Candid ; ſhe 
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has behived/extremely kind to me, and is 
the only comfort * have found in my ab- 
ſence from you. I: wi/b had been for- 
tunate enough to flcep with her, or at 
leaſt in her room; but that I am not, 
and fear I never ſhall be. Here are alſo 
four Miſs Longs, and a Miſs Bright, and 
Miſs Ord, and two Miſs Stanelleys, who 
are all very kind to me, and appear very 
good too: and beſide theſe, there are 
teveral others who ſeem to be really good, 
though they are older, and therefore take 
not much notice of me, except a Miſs 
Lloyd, one of the biggeſt in the ſchool, 
who has alſo behaved very tenderly to 

| me? and ' promiles that he will do every 
thing in her power to make me com- 
fortable. But what a ſad ſlow way this 
is of acquainting you of what paſſes. 8 
have not yet told you one hundredth per 

of What I had to fy, and Miſs :Canain 
has juſt been in to let me know that Mrs. 
Seb ſays, I muſt! now leave off, ib 


| g00d-by, my deareſt dear Mamma. How 
{ 1 wiſh' that I could ſee you, could talk to 
you, and know how you do. Vou pro- 
miſed Nic: write to me. 5 9 Z 
N 2 {155 9! 
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ae . time, that I ſhould have had 
many letters. Pray let me hear from you 
ſoon, and tell my papa, I am ſute he 
= could find time to Write, for he writes 
1 very faſt I know. I wiſh my little Charles 
could write; then he might ſend me a 
letter every day, and during the time I 
Was reading that, I ſhould partly 1850 
wow much I am Four efucted, though - 
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As Sl as Miſs, ane had con- 
cluded her letter, ſhe again 3 joined the 
- young ladies, though not till ſhe had 
been to Mrs. Steward, and very geritecly 
thanked her for her kind indulgence, in 
permitting, her to write in the - parlour, 
Mrs. Steward told her; the ſhould always 
be welcome to be there; whef ſhe: wanted 
to write to her Mamma, and;then aſked 
her for her letter? Martba coloured at 
the requeſt. I do not, my, dear, ſaid ſhe, 
mean to read your letter, I only want to 
ſee the direction; For though I do not in 


che leaſt! doubt your word „yet it is one 
Jad of the rules of my ſchool} never to: ſuffer 
rig any letter either to be ſent from, or re- 
he ceived by the young ladies, of which J 
te - ney ſee the direction, you muſt excuſe 
therefore, my love, in requeſting to 


| of her letter was all that was to be pe- 
Set ruſed, che inſtantly produced it to Mrs. 
N Steward, who taking it, promiſed to ſend 
it that day to the poſt: which in the 
| evening ſhe did, and in three or four 
days, (in which nothing worthy being 
ar. related happened) Martha received the 
following letter from ber Mamma, to her 
Bo fmall Joi and ns: r 
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M rs. bruce, to her EE $4: 


WONDER not, my dear Martha, if 
you have not already received a letter 
rom me, that you ſhould be ſurpriſed 
and diſappointed at my filence but 1 
aſſure you, my love, it has not been 
owing to my neglect; for I wrote one 
etter to you the day after you left me, 
and another the next week, and was not 
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hearing nothing from you: indeed the day 
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—— ooolngls adders 
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leſs aſtoniſhed than you have, been, at 


on which I received your's, I was going 
to ſend John to enquire after you, as 1 
Was fearful your not being well was the 
cauſe of your ſilence. What the fate of 
my two letters has been I am at a loſs to 
know, though I can not help much ſuf. 
pecting the carleſſneſs of the perſon whom 
1 intruſted to put them into the poſt. 
gave them both to Simon Craft, who pro- 
miſed faithfully to take great care. of 
them; but I rather fear that he neglected 
his promiſe, and either kept them, or de- 
firoyed them as waſte paper; however, | 
will be more cautious in future to whoſe 
charge I conſign them; your papa, who is 
going that way to-day, will himſelf ſec 
this ſafely depoſited. And O! that it 
were in my power to tranſmit by it, that 
peace and ſatisfaction to your mind which 
I ſo ardently wiſh you to enjoy. Your 
letter, my dear girl, at once delighted 
and diſtreſſed me; | pleaſed me, to find 
that you confidered me as your deareſt 
friend, and beſt director; and very fins 
cerely grie ved me, to learn your ſituationhnc 


is ſo far from being happy. However o 
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| my love, I ſtill flatter my elf it will 
day MW mend, and would earneſtly recommend 
ing. WW you to ſupport your * 75 1 6 fun 
3p! cheering: Oe i 
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N 


> of 5 Hope ſheds a light o'er all the gloomy ſcene: 
10 ro _— is . to e is 0 Tei nd 
uſe 1532 4 


om 1 confeſs, it is a fad Arete upon you | 
Ito be fo cloſely connected with ſuch a | 
pro: N diſagreeable girl as you deſcribe Miſs 
of NG untþtum to be; but as we ſhould at all 
Red times endeavour to ſee every advantageous, 
de- Nas well as diſtreſsful circumfiance in our | 
ſituation, ſo I cannot but rejoice at your 
inding an agreeable: companion in Miſs 


0 1 Wondid, I hope, upon further acquain- 
ſee ance, you will ſtill find her worthy of 
t it Wour regard ; and that a'' friendſhip with 
that Wer, may, in ſome ſmall degree, com- 
hick penſate for the loſs of my company. How. 
on ver, do not too haſtily enter into an in- 
hte 


imacy with her, till you have had ſuf- 
cient proof of her being as good as ſhe is | 
rreeable, leſt you ſhould be under the 
eceſlity of withdrawing your confidence, 
nd ſuffering the ſevere pain of finding 
our affection miſplaced : but do not ap- 


mW £8. ANFCDOTES Fs - 
re to doubt her profeſſions, for if ſh 
nows herſelf to be ſincere, nothing can 
give her ſuch diſlike as finding her vera. 
+ city miſtruſted. Behave to her, therefore, 
1 with the greateſt civility and good-hu- 
Fa mour, and if you ſee her conſcientiouſly 
1 obſervant of her duty toward God, at all 
times keeping ſtrictly to the truth, abhor. 
ring every ſort of meanneſs, cunning, 
and deceit, and equally attentive to what 
s right, when out of the obſervation of 
her governeſs as when in it; if ſhe is 
kind and obliging to her ſchool-fellows 
humble and ſubmiſſive to all her teachers 
civil and good-humoured to the ſervants, 
and her inferiors; then may you fafely 
venture to repoſe confidence in her, and 
1 love her with all the ſincerity which ſuch 
Ws - good qualities deſerve. As for the ac. 
Ws count you give of Miſs Starch, I ſcarcel 
' {know what to ſay, or adviſe you about 
” Hex; circumſtanced as you are, you ut: 
| doubtedly muſt pay her every outwail 
civility, and be obedient to her command 
| in every thing, where they do not co! 
_ tradi the law of God; but where the 
do, remember, my dear child, that n 
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worldly conſideration is - to tempt yori to 
tranſgreſs that. 

Our firſt, and higheſt oblijutivns, are 
to be paid to the Almighty. From him 
we derive every bleſſing which WE: enjoys 
and are indebted for our exiſtence to his: 
mercy and goodneſs; conſequently, he 
has the firſt claim to our love and obedi- 
ence. If we have any ſenſe of gratitude 
in our hearts, we ſhould naturally look 
upon ourſelves as bound to pleaſe him 
before all things; and eſteem no trouble 
too great, whereby we muſt render our - 
ſelves aeceptable unto him. But, when 
added to this ſuggeſtion of our own 
hearts, we have received his pofitive com- 
mands how, and in what manner, we are 
to conduct ourſelves; ſurely nothing then 
can equal the folly and madneſs of doing 
thoſe things which he has forbidden, or 


neglecting thoſe things which he has 
commanded : and no one, who conſiders. 


rightly, would be tempted to tranſgreſs 
for the greateſt advantage this world can 
give. If, therefore, Mis Starch, or any 
one, ſhould at any time try to make you 
do what you now is diſpleaſing in the 
fight of Gad, nn refuſe to comply; 
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nor let Ps thought of your governeſs 
being told, intimidate you from your 
duty: on the contrary, be even deſirous 
of having your cauſe brought before Mrs, 
Steward; ſhe is a ſenſible woman, and 
moſt likely will give you redreſs: but if 
circumſtances ſhould be ſo repreſented 
that even to ber you ſhould appear guilty, 
ſtill patiently endure puniſhment, rather 
than commit a wicked action, or be 
guilty of falſhood. In this world, my 
dear child, people often ſuffer for righte- 


__ _ouineſs ; ad the power of the wicked is 


ſo great as to bear down the good : till 
thoſe who are truly pious will never be 
dejected, or deſert their duty on this ac- 


count: they know that the Lord is their 


judge, and the Moſt High their protector: 
they know, although their actions may 
be ee, and their motives miſ- 


taken, that He who ſeeth the ſecrets of 


all arts, obſerves their real intentions, 


and will one day reward them accord- 
ingly. And a conſideration which ſhould 
mightily ſupport us, when ſuffering for 
the cauſe of virtue is, that we may aſſure 


ourſelves, that the greater the tempta- 
tions are which we reſiſt, and the more 
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trouble we find in being good, fo much 
the greater and more glorious ſhall be 
our recompence at the day of the reſur- 


rection of the juſt; that is, I mean in the 


kingdom of heaven. There, my dear 
Martha, we ſhall be ſupremely bleſſed; 


and- find ever * inconvenience we at pre- 


ſent ſuffer, rewarded far beyond any thing 


that we can now fancy, or even wiſh, 
Let then, theſe conſiderations inſpire you 
at all times to be good, however you may 
be laughed at by the wicked, or diſliked: 
for being ſo. And, young as you are, 
your Almighty Father will obſerve and 
reward you for it. Beſide, who knows 
how far your example may; prevail upon 


others to be good lizewiſe? The more 
| there are who are good, the more 


naughtineſs will be - diſcountenanced 
and many a girl who would be aſhamed 


to be the only bad one in the ſchool, will 


be careleſs of her conduct if ſhe finds 
others ready to be equally naughty. as 
herſelf; of ſo much conſequence there- 
fore is it, that every one ſhould endeavour 


to ſet a good example. But with regard: 
to converting them either by your advice, 


or by telling your gaverneſs of their crimes,. 


9 4 


. 
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J fear there is ſo little chance of that 
being of any ſervice, that J eannbt re. 
commend you to do it; on the contrary, 
J would adviſe you by no means to at. 
tempt it, as thereby, you will (as Miſs 
Candid told you) only get yourſelf dif- 
4 hked.' Though you may in àa great many 
1 inſtances now what is right to do your- 
4 felf, till you are far too young to direct 
4 others; at leaſt they will think you ſo, 
ii and therefore pay no regard to what you 
” fay. And, as they cannot poſſibly ſee your 
true motive for telliog g your governeſs, fo 
= it will only be attributed to ill-nature, 
and a deſire to fee: them punithed : for 
theſe reaſons therefore, my dear, never 
tell tales, unleſs in vindication of ycur 
own conduct, and then be very careful 


is to keep ſtrictly to the truth, and to ſhew 
. neither anger nor pleaſure in the re- 


lation. 

5 _ Having now given you my opinion 
W upon this head, I muſt make ſome reply 
= to that moſt important part of your letter, 
=; concerning the duty of prayer; and 
much do I wiſh that I could extticate 
you from your preſent difficulties. That 
Miſs Grumpton, and ſuch * girls; 
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ould neglect ſo eflential a duty, I am 
not at all furpriſed at; but that a perſon 


that 
r ful 
rary, 
) ats we Ty 

ig beyond meaſure; nor am I leſs concerned 
that ſhe; ſhould be employed by Mrs. 

Seward to have the care of you ; an office, 
which , by your account, ſhe is certainly 


: dif. 
nany 


Out- 


irect 
1 0 inſtances, 1 ſuppoſe Mrs. Steward finds 
yon ber clever: and eapable of inſtructing the 


children in many outtuard accompliſh- 


ou 
f 0 mente, I beg you will behave to her with 
ture, wvility,. _ obey her in all things, not 
for Neontrary to your duty to God. With 


8255 to your prayers, it being, as Miſs 
did ſays, utterly impoſſible to attend 
to that- e exerciſe whilſt people are 


Ever 
your 
reful 
hew 


re. are ail conſent to your requeſt, you 


-{Wult give over the attempt to offer them 
nion fter you get into your own apartment, 
eply 

*, ount think that you ſtand excuſed for 


cs ot - ſaying: them at all; fince- that would 
cate Ne an vmifſian highly diſpleaſing to God; 
That Nor, as he kgews in what ſituation you 
17 placed, -he. graciouſly will accept thoſe 


etitions which you offer him * ely 


of Miſs Stareb's-age ſhould, aſtoniſnes me 


very unfit for. | Nevertheleſs, as in many 


alking to to you, I believe, unleſs Miſs 


but, my dear child, do not on that ac- 
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from your heart, 'although® not in the 
manner you wiſh, and which indeed thy 
require. If therefore you really cannot 
find an opportunity to xncel, without jn. 
curting the anger of Miſs Starch, yot 
ſurely have it in your power, during the 
courſe of the day, to fit, or fand for if 
few minutes without interruption, whilſt 
you offer to the throne of grace your 
thankſgivings, and your prayers: for 
though I would always wiſh' you to re. 
commend yourſelf to God after ybu are i 
bed, ſtill as at that time people are apt 
to be very ſleepy, ſuch devotions will be 
in danger of being repeated with ſloth and 
inattention; therefore I cannot appron 
of that being the ozly period for yo de: 
votion. But as you ſay, prayers are eve) 
evening read in the ſehool; furely, ny 
dear, as fhey are in a language you do nd 
underftand, you might at that time, wit 
out endeavouring to attend to them, «'re 
peat your own. privately; I think if you 

17 attempt this, you Would find 
very poſſible, and then all your difficult 
on thataceount would be at A end; f 
however French prayers may improve yol 0 


i 
0 
a 
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Would not neglect: offering up others 


your devotion to any ſuch improvement. 
The mind cannot apply with attention 
to two different purſuits at the ſame time, 
much leſs when one of them is of that 
important nature, as addreſſing the Al- 
mighty Majeſty of Heaven, a duty which 
requires all our recollection and care, and 


which, after our utmoſt endeavours; is 


ſcarce ever performed in that attentive and 
devout manner it ought: much leſs is it 
to be neglected as if of no conſequence, 
provided we do but improve in the ac- 
quirement of a new language. I there- 
ore cannot help ſaying, that I think it a 
very material error which- all ſchools are 
Te of, in ſuffering the prayers to be 
read in i ench, when there muſt be ſo 
any of the children not ſufficiently pro- 
cient in it, to attend properly to the 
uty, without thinking of the language. 
{Purely other times, and other books, had 


better be applicd: to that purpoſe : but if 
0 the governe/s appoints, the chi/dren cer- 


Wainly cannot alter it; but then they 
wuld remember, that ſuch prayers in the 
Wizh of God are of no avail, and therefore 
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in the language, I do not with to ſacrifice 
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whichthoy can better underſtand and at. 
tend to. That you, my dear child, may, 
from duly conſidering the importance of 
the ſubject, be led at all times to pay ſuch 
a rational devotion to the Deity, as he 
may think worthy of his acceptance, and 
from praiſing him dzroutly, be led to ſeru 
him - ſincerely, is the wiſh at all times 
neareſt we heart of your 


eli ionate M, ther, 


rte BeaUcnan, 


1 Ups looking over my letter, | 
find that I haye concluded it, without 
anſwering your anxious , enquiries / Col 
cerning my own health; and indeed! 
ſcarcely know what account to give 0 
it: for the laſt two days I have been to. 
lerably well, but for ſometime; befor 
that very indifferent; however, as I att 
now mending, I beg. you will not mat 
yourſelf. uncaſy about me. I dare ſay 
' ſhall ſoon: be well, and nothing will 
much contribute to make me ſo, as heal 
ing frequent acccunts of your being £f 
and Baby; write to me therefore as oſi 


| 
| 


md ww 


wad 
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1 a+. 25 you can, and pray donot omit to make 

may, my beſt compliments to Mrs, Steward, 

ce of and the four other ladies. | 

yrs | As ſoon a as Martha had read her letter, 

and ſhe kiſſed the name of her Mamma, and 

ſerve folding it, let fall a tear as ſhe put it into 

times ber pocket, which one of the young 
ladies, a Miſs Stone, obſerving, aſked her | 
what was the matter? Nothing, replied | 
ſhe, is the matter with me. Then why 
do you cry? ſaid Miſs Stone. Nay, I do 


AMP, 


ter, 1 
thou 
con. 
deed! 


ve 0 


>n to- 


befor 


1 a 
mal 
ſay 


not know why, returned ſhe, only becauſe 
it comes from my Mamma, and I can 
not help it. La! Miſs, ſai Miſs Stone, 
I never ſaw any thing like you in all my 
lite, you ſurely muſt have a vat watery 
head, you are always /niveling and piping 
yur eye about ſomething or other. Piping 


my eye! repeated Martha, I do not under- 
ſtand what: you mean by that expreſſion, 
but I cannot ſay I think it. ſounds like a 


very polite one; and I do not think it fo 


diſgraceful to ſhed a tear out of /ove to my 0 


Mamma, as to make uſe of ſo many 
ulgar words as many of you do. O“ 
10W prodigiouſly wile we are now all on 


Vo. I. G 


will | 
heat 
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Madam Beauchamp is come to inſtruct us, 


Hin; when ſhe jumps out, you may jump in, 


lecting the advice of her mother, made no 


went to Miſs Kitty and Polly Long, with 
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a "ſudden, replied Miſs Stone, how long 
have you ſet up to teach your betters ? f 
wonder who we ſhall have to teach us 
politeneſs next year ! the ladies "wm all 
quickly improve now, I warrant ! Now, 
that the accompliſhed, polite, wiſe, and crying 


I do not want to nfiruet any of you, ſaid 
Martha, turning away haſtily ; but pray 
can you tell where Miſs Candid is ? In her 


ſaid Miſs Catch, How can you ladies 
delight in being ſo ill-natured? faid 
Martha, what have I done to make you ſo 
croſs. to me? To which queſtion ſhe 
received no other anſwer, than half a 
dozen of them all at once calling out, Ol 
vaſe fine! vaſt ji fine! and then they began 
laughing, as if ſomething had pal very 


entertaining. Martha, however, recol- 
farther reply, but walking from them, 


whom ſhe ſoon joined in play, with ſeveral 
others of her ſchool-fellows. 

After they had all been jumping about 
ſome. time, they were ſtartled with the 


| found of 3 s voice ſpeaking ay 0 
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? 1 dofe to the window; when turning to- 
us ward it, they perceived a poor woman. 
| all Nwith one child in her arms, and another 
ow, tied to her back, addreſſing them with, 

ing Pray, pretty ladies, beſtow a ſmall matter 
us. upon a poor woman, and her two ſtarved 
ſaid babies, ; pray do, my little dears, and I 

pray Nwill tell you your fortunes. On hearing 
2 her the laſt words of her petition, they all 
þ in, instantly cried out, O] the is a Gipſy ! ſhe 
adies Mis a Gipſy ! and ſome were for ſending 
ſaid her away, whilſt others faid, they ſhould 


ou ſo like to have their fortunes told, and for 
ſhe that purpoſe threw open the ſaſh. Miſs 
f aflLoyd, and ſeveral of the more ſenſible 
, OlfÞenes, ſtrongly remonſtrated againſt it; 
eganWiying how extremely angry Mrs. Steward 
veryMrould be if ſhe knew it; and fill more 


ecol- 
le no 
hem, 
with 
yeral 


han that, how very wrong a thing it was 
o do it at all: but all they could urge, 
as to no purpoſe, the greater part were 
or hearing their fortunes, and (as is com- 
only the caſe with thoſe who take the 
rong fide of an argument) they were 
zboutFwch the moſt noiſy ; a fure indication 
1 theſWhat they had no good argument to uſe in 


quiteÞchalf of what they wanted. 3 1 
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clamour at length prevailed, and the Gipſy 
was preſented with fix-pence from Miss 
*Creedleſs, and ordered to proceed in in- 
forming her what hogs be her future 
deſtiny. _ 
Ihe woman, pleaſed to hed the had fe 

far gained an intereſt as to be heard by 
done, doubted not but that ſhe ſhould ſoon 
draw numbers to her party, and get many 
a ſix- pence as a reward to her nonſenſical 
jabber. Accordingly ſhe began, and 
; 26% 2 very attentively into Miſs Creed. 
{ejs's hand, pretending ſhe was to gain all 
her information from reading the line 
which were there) proceeded to tell her, 
She would ſoon leave ſchool, and be 
fetched home in a carriage ; yo which, 
| ſhe would ſee ſomebody who would pleaſe 
her; that he would be a very handſant 
young gentleman; and after a little trouble, 
and contradiction upon the ſubject, he 
would marry her, and ſettle a large for- 
tune upon her; then ſhe would have fit 
fine children, three boys, and three girls, 
who would all live to be very rich, and 
17 . very happy, and that ſhe would lire to 
X be very old. 
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Gipſyj + Theſe. favourable. predictions ſo much 
1 Mils pleaſed. many of the children, that the 
n in- window, and all the fide of the room near 
future] it was crowded with enquirers, who eager- 
I iy prefſed forward to learn their future 
had ſo i fate; and /be eſteemed _ herſelf ſupremely 
rd; by happy, who, by dint of ſtrength, could 
d ſoon i firſt gain the attention of the Gipſy. Huſ- 
many bands, and Coaches ſhe predicted to be the 
-nficalf lot of moſt of them; till a Miſs Brownlaw, 
andi who had but one half-penny in her 
reed. ¶ pocket, preſented that, and her hand, to 


in all her inſpection together. The Gipſy took * 


nei the half-penny, and ſhaking her head, 
| her in a diſmal tone of voice ſaid, O! child, 


id befſſl child, ſhocking is your fate ! nothing but 
hich, cares and ſorrows will attend you through 
pleaſe life; your friends will all die, ſome one 
wd/aney} way, and ſome another; for I foreſee 
ble, that many of them will be murdered; 

t, he and you will at laſt, after having had a 
for- very bad huſband, who will ſpend all 
ve fix your money, be turned out to beg your 
girls, bread from door to door; but nobody will 


, and ſhew you compaſſion, fo that at lait you 
ve off will be ſtarved to death with, cold and 
hunger. 5 A 


* 
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Upon hearing this black eatelogue of 
evils Miſs Brvwnlaw burſt into'tears; and 
and indeed many of the others felt theilt 
ſpirits a little intimidated at ſo diſmal 4 
fate. But Miſs Ho/tings, who was impa- 
tiently waiting for her turn, advanced 
next with half a crown (the only coin ſhe 
likewiſe had about her) and gave that to 
the woman, whoſe eyes ſparkled with joy 
as ſhe took it. Then, in a loud voice 
ſhe began, Happieſt of young ladies! 
How ſhall I be able to expreſs the joys 
that await you ! or how ſhall I tell you of 
the treaſures of gold and filver you will 
one day be poſſeſſed of! But I would 
have. you to know, that you are a ſweet 
creature, and all the young gentlemen 
who ſee you will fall in love with you; 
half a dozen will all be dying for you at 
once, and he who has you, "will think you 
the greateſt beauty upon earth: he will 
give you a new gold watch, and diamond 
earings, and fine cloaths ; and a coach 
and fix horſes you ſhall ride in whenever 
you pleaſe, attended by half a dozen foot- 
men all covered with filver lace ; and ſuch 
beautiful daughters, and brave ſons you 
ſhall be the mother of, that all the princes 
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and princeſſes in the world ſhall- wiſh to 
be united with your family. I. foreſee 
alſo, that you will live many years to en- 
joy all theſe pleaſures; and at laſt, on one 
Tur fey morning, you, will die in a fit of 
laughter, occaſioned by the wit of one of 
your beautiful grand- daughters 
This fine fortune foretold to Miſs 
Hoftings, gave freſh ſpirit to the ladies to 
learn their own; whilſt thoſe. who were 
too wiſe to give credit to ſuch abominable 
nonſenſe, ſtood ſeverely reproving them 
for giving encouragement. to what they 
very juſtly termed, downright wickedneſs. 
Amongſt this number was little Martha 
who, addrefling herſelf to Miſs Brownlow, 
ſaid, How can. you make yourſelf uneaſy 
for what this wicked woman has told 
you! I never heard any thing ſo foolifh in 
my life. However fo/;/b_ you think it, 
called out the Gipſy, who overheard what 
the ſaid, you may depend upon it, that 
all I have ſaid will come true; and what 
is more, you will live to repent of your 
incredulity, for I promiſe you, you will 
not paſs through life without a good deal 
of trouble. Perhaps not, replied Martha, 
but not becauſe you ſay ſo. I am not at 
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all afraid ef your nonſenſe, 1 I allifre'; you; 
for I know very well that I am; ander the 
care of Ged, and not of a poor begging 
Gipſy. Upon her ſaying this, the woman 
replied with much warmth, and made uſe 
of many words and expreſſions very im- 
proper to be repeated in this book. 
This ſhort interruption however did 
not put a ſtop to the fortunes being told, 
till they were all on a ſudden ſurpriſed b 
the appearance of Miſs Starch, who. jutt 
then entered the room, and lifting up her 
hands and eyes, with an air of aſtoniſh- 
ment called out, For gvodre/s ſake, ladies, 
what are you all thus 2½ in arms about? 
What is the meaning of all this hubbub? 
And who is this creature you have got at 
the window? Then going toward. the 
gypſy, the ordered her to leave the place 
that moment, or aſſured her it ſhould be 
the worſe for her: and pulling down the 
faſh, turned round and enquired who it 
was that had preſumed to open it ? 
All ſtood filent for a minute, till ſhe 
again in a poſitive tone demanded, wo it 
was had epened it? To which he re- 
ceived no other reply than all at once 55 


ing, I am ſure 1. did not, It muff 
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Told her fortune! repeated Miſs Starch, 
by, Miſs, you aſtonith me! What! for 
wdeſs, have you been about? A pretty 


talk to Gee I will gipſy you all I 
II ſheFromiſe you, and tell you your fortunes 


who ſo, for you fliall go 8 without your 


he re- Vor. I. "i 


me of you, ſaid ſhe, and unleſs you in- 
you ; orm me who, you ſhall every one be 


Upon hearing this threat the name of 
Miſs Creedleſs began to be repeated 
amongſt them. But Miſs Creedleſs po- 
tively aſſerted that ſhe did not open it, 
and declared ſhe ſaw Miſs B/thly throw : 
p the ſaſh. - Miſs Blitbyy could not deny 
he charge ; and only endeavoured to re- 
ove the blame fo berſelf, by charging 
oſt of the ladies with being as guilty ; 


pened, and alſo; had had their own for 
adies, Munes told after ſhe had done it. And of 
people, continued the, Miſs 'Creedleſs J. 
hould not accuſe me, for ſhe was the 
ery firſt whom the Gipſy told her for- 


ing for young ladies indeed to condeſcend 
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| ſome brats met together in this world as 
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What had 


herſelf and talk to them upon the ſubject 


ſelves guilty among the ſcholars were all 


ſuppers to- night, and be whipped inte 


you all. A et of naughty children! I 
believe never were ſuch a party of tire. 


you all are: I vow you are enough to 
drive one out of one's ſenſes with your 
tricks and behaviour; but I will go this 
moment and acquaint your governeſs with 
the way in which you have been employ- 
ing yourſelves; I will upon my honor. 
So ſaying ſhe left the room, and aQu- 
and inform Mrs. Steward of 
paſſed. Mrs. Steward replied, 
that ſhe was very ſorry to hear they had 
been ſo fooliſh, and faid ſhe would go 


In the mean time thoſe who knew them- 


in the greateſt conſternation and fright, 
leſt Miſs Starch's prediction ſhould be 
verified. The various good fortunes fore-if 
told many of them by the Gipſy ſeemed 
entirely obſcured, by the cloud of pre- 
ſent puniſhment which then appeard to 
threaten, and they began to vent their 
uneaſineſs, by mutually accuſing each 


demanded the cauſe of ſuch contention 
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other as the cauſe or promoter of their 
difireſs. In ſhort all was noiſe and uproar 
when Mrs. Steward entered the room, 
and with a voice of ſolemn authority, 


ind diſturbance. 
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